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The Next Event is on Saturday, March 12 at 1:00 p.m., at OLIVET COLLEGE in Olivet, MI.
See the Map at the end of the Journal for directions.

http://div5.ncr-nmra.org/

Show & Tell Suggestions

There will be no Show & Tell this month
in order to allow adequate time for 

constructing the loading dock.

The Clinic

Terry Davis: Working With Wood.
We will be constructing board by board 

loading docks in HO and N scale.
See below for more details.

The Layout Tour

We will be skipping the layout tour this month
to allow for more time to work on

scratch building our loading docks.

LaNtrak’s
Great Plywood Desert

corner module.
Photo: Mike Shollack
Cacti: Mark Cowles

http://div5.ncr-nmra.org
http://div5.ncr-nmra.org


Upcoming Clinics & Layout Visits for This Year

April- Mark Cowles
Developing the Port Authority Terminal RR in N scale.

    POSTPONED. New clinic TBD.    

June
Howell Trip - Meet for Lunch

Visit Howell’s Ann Arbor Depot & ex GTW caboose.
Have dessert at an ex ATSF caboose & more.

June
	 	 Mark	 Cowles:	 PAT	 RR	 in	 N	 	 	 
	 	 Howard	 Ziegel	 -	 O	 Traction	 	 	 

Rescheduled	 from	 May.

April
TBA

May
TBA May

TBA



Andy Keeney - Obtained box cars from the NMRA for a to-be-scheduled weathering clinic.

SHOW & TELL MODELS
Photos by Ron St.Laurent

NEW PROJECTION EQUIPMENT AND 
CAMERA

Our presentation for February was a great talk by Richard 
Kubeck on Surge Surpression, typically caused by nearby 
lightning strikes, and current filtering for protecting and 
enhancing the operations our layouts.  Richard also demonstrated 
the use of servos in our hobby of model railroading.  Most people 
understand their use as turnout controllers but they have many 
more applications than that which Richard pointed out. 

This presentation also was the roll out of our new projection and 
camera equipment allowing all the participants to view the 
demonstration from an "up close and personal" vantage point.  In 
addition to this visual capability, your club officers are also 
looking into sound equipment which will bring us full circle in 
first class presentation capability.

Ron St.Laurent

FLASH
Div 5 has also purchased a new sound system to go with the

new video equipment.



Bob Truax - Kitbashed Lee Town log truck in HO.

Bruce Van Hius - Home made 3 rail track cleaning car.



Bob Truax
Walthers Merchants Row II which he built for the Dobie Rd. Senior Center featuring full interior detail and interior lighting.





Bob Truax -  Walthers Merchants Row II which he built for the Dobie Rd. Senior 
Center featuring full interior detail and interior lighting.

Marvin Stuart 
History Book on Nevada Railroads.

Prototype kitbashing. Submitted by Jason Stevens.
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Submitted by Jason Stevens

I hope everyone is enjoying the winter so far.  Apart from a few heavy snowfalls and multiple colds that Philly 
and I seem to find and pass around, things are going quite nicely this winter season.

I have a few things to discuss with you and would like your thoughts and feedback on a couple of them.

First of all, please plan on attending the March meeting in Olivet at Olivet College.  See directions elsewhere in 
this Journal.  Terry Davis always puts on a fun and interesting program for us and this year is no different.  We 
will be scratch building a loading dock, board by board.   Everyone’s layout can use multiples of these and we 
will also be discussing the different designs for specific needs.

We are still planning on setting aside time to decide a name for both our Division and the 2018 Regional 
Convention.  We have had several suggestions submitted and when we finally break our meeting group into 
smaller work teams, we will see what we can all come up with for our new names.  

The April clinic has been canceled and that will be the perfect time for us to work on the names.  So plan on bringing your thinking caps with you in 
April and we should have some fun.  There will still be a layout open house for us to visit in April.   

We have completed the purchases of the audio/visual equipment that we need for our clinic presentations.  Ron St.Laurent ordered and received an 
amplifier and microphones capable of outfitting two people at the same time which will allow us to create some really interesting presentations.  
There are multiple options that come with these mikes which should be a real plus for us.  As a senior citizen with slowly failing hearing and I know 
that I am not the only one,  this new audio system is going to be greatly appreciate by many of our members.  

I would like to thank Ron for taking on the job of investigating and purchasing the new projector, camera and audio system for the Division.  He also 
spent many hours working with the IRS and updating our official documents to be in accordance with IRS regulations for our 501c3 status.  When 
you see Ron, take a minute and thank him. 

One of the other Divisions in the NCR has started an extra activity that may interest some of you.  They have created an operations group for those 
interested in learning more about prototypical operations.  The subject is near and dear to my heart and I am very interested to see if anyone else in 
our group would be interested in attending sessions to learn more about this subject.

I would be more than happy to host the group in my basement and use my equipment for the presentations.  We can have multiple presenters to 
discuss the many areas of operations and do some hands-on on the railroad.  If you are interested, please let me know and we can discuss it at one 
of the next Division meetings and schedule an informal get together and see where it leads us.  

As many of you will know by now, Bob Herbst passed away this last week.  It was very sad news for many of us that new Bob.  His fellow members of 
the Lansing Model Railroad Club will really miss him and many of us that first met Bob at Rider’s Hobby Shop and became friends thru the years, will 
also miss his friendship and dry humor.  Bob was always fun to visit and I grew very fond of him through the years.  He was always ready to help me 
when I had a problem.  My thoughts and prayers are with Bob’s brother and his friends and fellow members of the Lansing Club.  Rest in Peace, Bob.   

Best, Andy Keeney 





Club Activities: LaNtrak designs new style legs for the Club’s new modules

Late in 2013, LaNtrak decided that it was time to build a new set of modules for their Club layout. The old modules were “getting old”.
They were also getting heavier and it was getting harder and harder to find vehicles that could transport them. Much to the surprise of 
the members, the Club was able to sell almost all of the old modules. Two were scrapped out and materials salvaged for reuse.

Next came the design issue. The old 
modules had been built to  N-Trak”s 
enhanced design standards and were 3’ 
wide with plywood decks. The corners fit 
within a 4’ square. All had folding wood 
legs with bracing. This all added to the 
weight of the modules.

It was quickly decided that the new modules would be 
constructed to  the basic N-Trak dimensions of 2’ x 4’. The 
corners would be 3’x3’’ with a curved outside edge. A 
considerable amount of discussion, held over a couple of 
months, and with several prototypes built, eventually 
established that the modules would have a foam deck and 
detachable legs. It was also decided to move the 3rd track 
to the middle of the module, getting away from the 3 track 
mainline. Because the Club would still be using the existing 
yard modules, built to the old standards, and would also 
want to  be able to join with other N-Trak clubs on occasion, 
two transition corners and a 4’ transition module were also 
to be built.

Old corner and module.

4’

4’

3’



A lot of discussion, debate and several false starts dealt with the legs. One try was to revisit our previous leg style and see if it could 
be made lighter. It worked, to a degree, but still involved getting down on the floor to make leveling adjustments. Getting down was 
becoming harder for some of us, getting up  even more so. After some trial and error, and on occasion, some serendipitous luck we 
developed a leg, that with some additional engineering seems to be working well for us.

A major feature that we were looking for was a way to adjust the 
height, for the purposes of leveling, without having to get on the 
floor. The previous legs had adjustable eye bolts for that purpose.

These pieces have to be special ordered.

PVC 
Pipe

cut to length

This assembly lets us just reach under the module and twist to 
adjust the height. I almost completely eliminates the need to get 
down on the floor to do the leveling when the layout is set up.

For the bottom
of the leg.

These legs can be easily twisted onto 
or off of the caps on the modules. 
The legs are transported in a couple 
of hockey equipment bags with 
wheels on one end to facilitate 
moving them.



We did find that we had to do some fine tuning after our first trial set up. The modules 
were not as stable as needed. The first step was to create fixtures, boards with holes 
in them to hold the legs perpendicular to the module. See diagram below. This helped 
but we found that several sets of x shaped cross braces finished the job and created a 
very  stable set up. One set of x braces on the end and one or two sets, depending on 
the length of the layout, on each side.

We initially  built 12 modules and 7 corners, needing a 
total of 73 legs, so we were into mass production. Then 
we needed another 20 for the 5 yard modules that were 
kept over from the old layout. We’ve since started building 
another 7 modules and now need to assemble another 28 
legs.

IT WORKS!
Bob Stevens & our construction host, Jim West

with the first completed module.

The first trains run on
the newly constructed

modules.
September 2015



Saline Train Show w/ LaNtrak’s new modules
At the same time last year, all we had were the old modules for sale and some lumber.

In the foreground,
Bob & Jason Steven’s module.

In the background is
the editor’s module

In the foreground, Bob Holmes’ 
module, in the background is

Mike Schollack’s module.

All of the Saline layout photos are by Mike Schollack.



Both photos, John White’s steel mill modules.



A portion of Jim West’s three module 
Pennsylvania RR station in its early 
stages.

The editor’s module. Buildings are 
temporary place holders at this time.

The coaling tower, which was 
purchased used and par t ia l ly 
assembled, turns out to not have 
proper NMRA clearances and, as a 
result, is in the process of being 
disassembled and rebuilt.



Dan Sullivan works the yard. These 
modules are the only ones remaining 
from the old layout.

The Club’s newest member, at that 
time, Cadden Zank has his first 
experience running trains on the 
layout.



C L I N I C   N O T E S

LOCATION: The clinic on March 12, 2016 will be held at Olivet College in Room 103 Mott Hall.  Enter through the north door and stay 
on the ground level floor.  Room 103 is the 2nd (or maybe 3rd) door on the left side of the hall after the fire doors.

We will be building a small loading dock for a “team track” type situation. Small towns often had a small spur with a loading dock (a long 
time ago – on a railroad far, far away) where cargo could be loaded gradually on a boxcar from several small industries (less than carload).  

Materials will be provided. Stain, glue and tools will also be available, but it would be especially handy for participants to bring a 
chopper, tweezers/forceps and gel or gap filling ACC cement if they have them.  If you have a jig with magnets to help keep everything 
square or a small machinists square – that would be useful.  Otherwise, standard items like razor blades, cutting surfaces, calipers and 
especially for anyone planning to try this in N-scale – an Optivisor would be good things to pack.  I look forward to seeing everyone at 
1:00 on the 12th.

Directions to Olivet:

Take I 69 sw from the
Lansing area. 

Take exit 51 for Ainger Rd 
toward Olivet.

 Turn left onto Ainger Rd.
Continue onto Kalamo St.

Turn right onto N Main St.

Turn left onto Cottage St.



The Caboose Page

Palm Trees & Shorts in March.
On the Traveres, Eustis & Gulf RR, running on former

Atlantic Coast Line tracks between Mt. Dora and Eustis,
northwest of Orlando, FL

Division 5 Officers - March 2015 - March 2017

Superintendent -Andy Keeney  517 316 5660 

hunter48820@yahoo.com

Assistant Superintend - Mark Frechette

Paymaster - Alan Godfrey  517 881 1363   

agodfrey911@comcast.net

Clerk & Editor - Mark Cowles 517 546 5241   

nkpcowles@yahoo.com

Webmaster - Craig Rosenberger

Last Minute, Terry just got these photos to me of next
week’s clinic project.

mailto:hunter48820@yahoo.com
mailto:hunter48820@yahoo.com
mailto:agodfrey911@comcast.net
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mailto:nkpcowles@yahoo.com
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Editor’s note. As you may have noted, there is a lot of LaNtrak Club stuff in this edition, because I have access to it.

How about sending me some photos and updates on your layout or projects, finished or under construction.

I can come over and take pictures if that would help.


