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The Next Event is Saturday, February 11 at 1:00 p.m.
As is our Feb. tradition, we will be meeting at Olivet College in Olivet, MI

Room 103 Mott Hall (enter through the north door of the building – 2nd or 3rd door on left after the fire door)

See the Map on the last page.

http://div5.ncr-nmra.org/

SHOW &  TELL
NONE this month. We’ll spend the time building an actual model.

Carving and Painting Rock/Foundation Walls.

The 2015 hands-on clinic occurred on a very snowy day and only a few intrepid individuals were able to attend.  It was a 2 
part clinic involving 1) carving insulation Styrofoam to make rock walls and 2) painting commercial rock wall (foundation) 
castings.  Since the attendance was low and none of the attendees made it to part 2, we determined it would be a good idea 
to offer the clinic again.  Bring earth colored “craft” paints, x-acto knife and paint brushes if you have some you want to 
try.   These items will also be available to borrow if you should forget anything.   We will provide Styrofoam, patterns, 
pieces of commercial rock-wall castings.   I always love these hands-on clinics in that if 15 folks show up – we get 15 
different interpretations of the project – all of them fully correct.  I look forward to seeing everyone on the 11th at 1 pm in .  
Terry

http://div5.ncr-nmra.org
http://div5.ncr-nmra.org


The January get together & clinics at Andy’s layout.
Photos by Ron St. Laurent



Andy demonstrates his technique for making Rock Cuts, base on an idea first suggested by Bob Stevens.



Dave Wentworth showing the new plug and play lighting system from Woodland Scenics.



A great water diorama by Dave Wentworth.

David Wentworth demonstrates “Water” techniques.

A water scene Dave poured about 2 years ago on Andy's layout.

David stippling Liquitex Gloss Heavy Gel (avail. Hobby Lobby and Michaels) 
on the water surface to give it some texture and simulated movement. He left a 
void in the river for Andy to build a small island.   The island will allow water to 
flow at a higher rate on both sides of the island and will also act as a view 
block to the wall.   Trees along the river will also help  disguise the top of the 
river.



David continues to add texture to the river.  The final result will be clear and will give the surface character. 
The product takes about 2 hours to change from white to clear.

Layout owner Andy Keeney takes over.



River Detailing



From the Yard Office

Greetings my fellow ferroequinologists, I hope that the New Year is treating you well and you have some 
quality time for your trains and model railroading!! 

This month, we will be attending another interesting and enjoyable clinic presented by Terry Davis at the 
Olivet College Campus.  See additional info elsewhere in this Journal issue.

Some of you will remember the clinic that Terry presented a couple of years ago on stone foundations 
and how we can model them.  Well, as usual, that was a very wintery day with very poor road conditions 

and only a handful of hardy members (okay, mostly the ones with 4 wheel drive ) got to attend.  So this year, Terry has offered to 
present the first portion of his clinic again and add Part 2 which will have additional information and some new ways to create these 
foundations for our railroad scenes.

Terry would like us to bring tools and supplies so we can actually do some modeling during the clinic.  Please see additional 
information from Terry elsewhere in this Journal.

We will probably not be able to use the library in March due to the ongoing heavy construction and upgrades in the building.  Rather 
than wait until the last minute to see if it will be open by the second Saturday of the month, the Lansing Model Railroad Club has 
graciously offered to host our March meeting.  If there is any change or updates on this, it will be listed in the March Journal.  

Last month, our meeting was held on my layout and we had 4 clinics planned for the group.  We ended up presenting only 2 clinics 
due to time, and I think that everyone had a good time and enjoyed themselves.  The reason that I bring this up is that I think it is 
good to do things that maybe a little different and I would like to know what you think and what you would like to see us do.   
Summer will be here before you know it and if we would like to try another road trip to see a few layouts, or something else related 
to railroading as we did last year with our trip to Owosso and Durand, please let me know.  I am willing to present anything to the 
group to see if there is interest, and if so, we can work to make it happen but we need time to get it scheduled.        

We are having our next 2018 Convention Meeting Monday night, February, 20th at 7:00PM at Aldingers.  We really need Division 
members to get involved and as the time gets closer, it will be very important that we have your support that we need.  The more 
people that are willing to support the convention, the easier it will be on all of us.   Several of us have been involved in the last few 
conventions that we have hosted and we have a great group of experienced planners to help you if you get involved.  

If you ever have an idea for a clinic that you think would be beneficial and enjoyable to our members, please let me know.  I try to 
come up with something each month that you will enjoy and get some benefit from but I know that there are lots of things that are 
possible that I’m not thinking of.  Your help will be greatly appreciated by all.   

Best, Andy 



Tis the Season of the Snowplow. The prototype and some models.
Photos by the Editor

Grand Rapid’s Jerry Hall’s HO model.

Right: Hoosac Tunnel & Willmington, NH 1964.

Ludington & Northern kitbashed plow, both prototype and N scale model.



Left: the ex Ann Arbor Russell plow in TSBy lettering, but now 
owned by Great Lakes Central, Cadillac 2013.

Above: N scale model by Walthers. The Geep is an Atlas unit 
custom painted by Bell Selleck for the editor.

Escanaba & Lake Superior at the National Railroad Museum,
Green Bay, WI.

Custom Painted Atlas N scale GP35 w/pilot plow.



C&O plow in Traverse City, ca. 1969.

N scale Walther’s Russell plow, decaled for the NKP.
Atlas Alco RS11 providing propulsion.

New York Central plow at the National NYC Museum in Elkhart. 

Boston & Maine plow at Steamtown at the former B&M yard in 
North Walpole, NH. June 1964



Burlington Northern, Souix Falls, SD 2012.

Dimi-Trains N scale rotary plow with a Bachman 2-8-0 for power.
The plow is based on a D&RG narrow gauge plow.

All of the above models shown in snow, were in real snow, 
although on our patio table, not on my layout.

Right: No. 12, a double truck wedge plow from the Springfield 
Terminal Ry., among other lines in its history. Built by Brill in 

1915. 1964 at the Connecticut Electric Railway Assoc. in 
Warehouse Point, CT.

Note the Cleveland Railways Peter Witt car behind it.



Division 5 Elections will be held at the March meeting for 2 year terms. Consider running for office.

A Division 5 Convention Planing Meeting for the 2018 North Central Region convention will be held on MONDAY FEB. 20
The meeting starts at 7 pm and runs until 9 pm.

Located at Aldingers, 1669 E. Jolly Rd., just east of the railroad tracks.

Preserved GTW caboose at the restored
ex NYC depot in Saline, now a museum. 

Division 5 Officers - March 2015 - March 2017

Superintendent -Andy Keeney  517 316 5660

hunter48820@yahoo.com

Assistant Superintend - Mark Frechette

Paymaster - Ron St. Laurent 

R.STLAURENT@sbcglobal.net

Clerk & Editor - Mark Cowles 517 546 524

nkpcowles@yahoo.com

Webmaster - Craig Rosenberger

Donations of Figures and Vehicles Wanted for Dobie Rd. Medical Facility Layout
 
The detailed scenery stage has begun on the 4' x    8'    HO    model  railroad at the Ingham 
County Medical Rehabilitation Center that Roland Bunting, Norm Jolin, Fran Schafer, Ed Welch, 
and David Wentworth are helping to build. The cobblestone (Chooch) main city street is in place. 
Some of you have seen the Walther's Merchant Row store kit that  Bob Truax so  beautifully 
built. It is now glued down on the layout. Roland and Bob have nearly completed, using donated 
DPM kits, all the other Main St. stores (with interiors), and the whole town block, with interior 
lighting  will be soon permanently   attached. Roland has built one of his older Fine Scale 
Miniature kits, a coal supply dealer, and installed it on the layout. David has screwed in place one 
trackside business and has two other industries nearly ready for permanent installation. A 
pond with boats is finished. What we could still use are tons and tons of figures (people, dogs, 
cats, varmints) and vehicles (cars and trucks from the late 1940s to early 1960s) Anybody have a 
spare drunk, a woman with a broom, a warehouse worker, a fisherman, a smiling dog, gentle bear, 
a crate or barrel, fancy Ford, or Chevy, or rusty  pickup truck? Consider donating even one item. It 
would be much needed and appreciated. 
 
Lansing area modelers have been extremely generous in their support of the project. The Train 
Club at the rehabilitation center has  received donations of over 50 pieces of rolling stock,  6 
engines (including 4 with sound), an NCE Power Cab, and enough great structure kits to build out 
the layout. Thank you for thinking about us if you have any detail parts you can spare.
 
A couple of other things. An unpainted Proto 2000 GP20 has been donated. Center residents in 
the Train Club have voted to have it  painted in a green and white scheme (MSU influence!) and 
lettered for that infamous Dobie &Okemos RR. Anyone out  there with  diesel painting experience 
want to take on a gratifying project? Since most of the residents are in wheelchairs we want to 
make the layout a stimulating visual and audio experience built  to the highest  standards. Anybody 
have an extra  Miller Engineering  flashing building/advertising sign. Or, a sound chip of factory 
sounds or thunder storm. Also, we could  use 4-6 Walthers 1950s era street  lights. We have 2 sets 
of Tomar crossing flashers and a LogicPro flasher/detector. Anyone with electrical  expertise 
interested in helping to install them? Thanks again  for any help you can give this layout  project. 
Thanks for thinking of us, and talk us up to your modeling friends....
 
David Wentworth, 517-349-6547

See photos of the layout on the following pages.
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The Ingham County Medical Center Layout





Enter Here.

From Lansing Take I-69 south to Exit 51 (Ainger Road). 

From the exit ramp turn left. Proceed until you reach a stop sign at Main Street, about 1 mile. 

Turn right at the stop sign and follow to the heart of campus (about 1/2 mile).

Directions to Olivet College.


