The Journal
Division 5, NCR, NMRA

5

Andy Keeney, Superintendent
Clerk and Editor: Mark Cowles

All Photos are by the editor unless otherwise credited

http://div5.ncr-nmra.org/

March 2017
The Next Event is Saturday, March 11 at 1:00 p.m.
Our hosts for this event are the members of the Lansing Model Railroad Club.
Address: 5309 Old Lansing Rd, Lansing, MI 48917

Clinic

SHOW & TELL
All attendees are encouraged to bring any models that they
have scratch built, enhanced, kit-bashed or purchased to
display and talk about.
This month’s emphasis is on models of railroad stations,
depots & terminals and their supporting facilities, but showing
any model is encouraged!

Andy Keeney will provide us with a clinic on
using the JMRI Decoder Pro.
This is a set of computer based programs
that makes it easy to control many
layout functions from your computer and/or
smart phone.
Brooke Qualman

C,A,R,S

Bob Truax

The January get together & clinic by Terry Davis.
“Stone Foundations”

Terry’s Examples

Tools and Materials

The Editor’s Attempts
Top: Carved foam w/different colored
base paints.
Next three, various types of
plastic sheet, also with
different colored base paints,

Finished with random stones picked out
in a variety of colors.
The randomness is important.
Weathering would still need to be applied.
In some cases a stain or wash to emphasize
the mortar also needs to be applied.
These samples can now be used as a
guide for future projects.

From the Yard Office
!
A few thoughts on our model railroading. Are you happy with your layout and how it is running? Are
there things that just don’t work right, whether it is in the design or the track and equipment? In all the
years that I have enjoyed and been active in this hobby, I’ve never seen any of these problems fix
themselves. We have 2 options, first, we can just put up with it and possibly end up losing interest or, we
can take the bull by the horns and fix things.
!
So we have decided that we want to fix things! We will take one item or area at a time and correct it
and then go onto the next. But we are not sure how we should fix it. We have 3 options before us, 1) We
dive in and correct it, or we give it the good ol’ college try but fail to correct it, 2) We keep looking at it and
get frustrated with it but never attempt to correct it or, 3) We find out how to correct it, or ask for help and
then get the job done.
!
Okay, an easier way of saying the above is to ask a fellow model railroader if they would be willing to look at your problem and
give you any ideas on how to correct it. Let’s face it, through the years in this hobby, we have all had problems that we have had to
deal with, that is one of the reasons that we joined the NMRA and become acquainted with fellow model railroaders in our area.
!
The point that I am trying to make is to get you thinking about your railroad or equipment and if you are getting the satisfaction
from it that you should be. If not, do something about it, such as asking a fellow model railroader for help. I think that just about any of
us are ready and willing to help in any way that we can. This is a wonderful lifetime hobby and all our goals should be to enjoy every
minute of it that we can. I am always ready to try and help if someone ever asks.
!
We will not be able to use the library in March due to the ongoing heavy construction and upgrades in the building. The
Lansing Model Railroad Club has graciously offered to host our March meeting.
!
I’ve not heard from any of you regarding summer activities for the group. I am still looking for ideas from you all and am
repeating the following (below) from last month’s message.
Summer will be here before you know it and if we would like to try another road trip to see a few layouts, or something else related to
railroading as we did last year with our trip to Owosso and Durand, please let me know. I am willing to present anything to the group to
see if there is interest, and if so, we can work to make it happen but we need time to get it scheduled.
!
We had a good showing at our last 2018 Convention Committee meeting which was held on the February 20th. Our next
meeting will be on Tuesday, March 21 at 7:00PM at Aldingers. We really need Division members to get involved and as the time gets
closer, it will be very important that we have support that we need. The more people that are willing to support the convention, the
easier it will be on all of us. Several of us have been involved in the last few conventions that we have hosted and we have a great
group of experienced planners to help you if you get involved. I just want to thank all those that have been attending the meetings
and willing to help organize our convention.
!
If you ever have an idea for a clinic that you think would be beneficial and enjoyable to our members, please let me know. I try
to come up with something each month that you will enjoy and get some benefit from but I know that there are lots of things that are
possible that I’m not thinking of. Your help will be greatly appreciated by all.
Best, Andy

Depots, Stations & Terminals as modeled in different scales by several modelers.

Above: Bruce Van Huis O gauge 3 rail.
Left: HO scale by Jay & Brooke Qualman.

John Bussard HO scale,

Doc Fleming On3.

Kalamazoo Model RR Club Traction Terminal.
Keith Dickens, St. Catherines, ON. O scale traction layout.

NCR 2012 Convention.
NCR MR Convention N Scale station

NMRA 2009 MR layouts

NMRA 2009 MR Stamford area layouts

NMRA 2009 MR Stamford, CT area layouts

NMRA 2009 MR Stamford area layouts

Richmond, VA Union Station
N Scale Convention, Richmond VA.

Both Photos:
Cleveland Union Station and its Terminal Tower.
NMRA 2014 MR Matt Kross

Train Sheds

NCR 2012 Convention
NCR 2012 Convention
Club Layout

NCR 2012 Convention

Western PA MR Museum

Variations on a Theme: The Walther’s Union Station.

NCR Toledo Convention

NMRA 2014 MR John Hemsath

NCR Toledo Convention

N Scale Event at Hillard,OH

N Scale Convention Louisville Ky

Div 5 MR Layout tour CARS @ Olds Museum

NCR MR Convention

The Prototype Page

Great Lakes Central 10th anniversary Locomotive, former AA GP35 #393..
Doing interchange on 2/5/17 on CSX at Howell .

R J Corman Railpower model GG20B no. 1701.
Left: at the R J Corman Shops in Lexington, KY 3/14/13 Right: at Redhill, SC, just west of Myrtle Beach on 2/26/17.

LaNtrak, the Lansing Area N-Trak Club, is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year.
The Club’s new modules, and original yard, at the Saline Train Show.

OOPS!. Film at !!.

As most of the modules are new, scenery and details are not yet
complete. Not shown, but much appreciated is the new
“Geezer Gate.”
Come see our largest layout ever at the
Mt. Pleasant Show on March 19. Estimated to be as large as

ALL ABOARD!!!
This time it is DOUBLE the fun! The Detroit Model Railroad Club invites you to join us for one of our operations sessions at our layout at 104 North
Saginaw in Holly, MI.

Saturday, April 8, 2017 OR Saturday, April 29, 2017
Each session will begin at 9:00 AM with coffee and doughnuts while you tour the layout and get oriented with our railroad. Feel free to take as many
pictures as you would like. Around 9:30 AM we will gather upstairs in our club meeting room to go over our operating system, our throttles, and to
make crew assignments.
Operations will commence about 10:00 AM and run until about 12:30 PM or so, when we will break for lunch across the street at the Red Devil
restaurant.
After lunch we will meet again to make new crew assignments and get going by 2:00 PM. The afternoon session should again last about 21⁄2 to 3
hours with drinks and snacks to keep us going.
Our club has about 6000 feet of hand-laid track for our 2-rail O scale layout. We run freight and passenger trains with both steam and diesel
locomotives using wireless DCC throttles from NCE. Train length runs from a 2-car RDC to a coal drag nearly 50 feet long. Jobs range from working
the large classification yard or switching local industries up through heavy main line operation.
See our website at www.dmrrc.org for pictures of our club and its layout. Spots are limited so if you or your group are interested in attending either of
these
operations sessions, please register by sending an e-mail to trip@dmrrc.org or call/text 248-464-0206 for more information.

The Division Business Car
Division 5 Elections will be held at the March meeting for 2 year terms
commencing at the end of the meeting.
Offices up for election:
Superintendent
Assistant Superintendent
Paymaster

NKP Business Car 4
Indiana Transportation
Museum, Noblesville,

A Division 5 Convention Planing Meeting for the 2018 North Central Region convention will be held on
Tuesday March. 21.
The meeting starts at 7 pm and runs until 9 pm.
Located at Aldingers, 1669 E. Jolly Rd., just east of the railroad tracks.

The Caboose Page.
Donations of Figures and Vehicles Wanted for Dobie Rd. Medical Facility Layout

Cadillac & Lake City no. 52.
One source claims it is possibly an ex PH&D.
Photo taken between 1966 and 1971.

The detailed scenery stage has begun on the 4' x 8' HO model railroad at the Ingham
County Medical Rehabilitation Center that Roland Bunting, Norm Jolin, Fran Schafer, Ed Welch,
and David Wentworth are helping to build. The cobblestone (Chooch) main city street is in place.
Some of you have seen the Walther's Merchant Row store kit that Bob Truax so beautifully
built. It is now glued down on the layout. Roland and Bob have nearly completed, using donated
DPM kits, all the other Main St. stores (with interiors), and the whole town block, with interior
lighting will be soon permanently attached. Roland has built one of his older Fine Scale
Miniature kits, a coal supply dealer, and installed it on the layout. David has screwed in place one
trackside business and has two other industries nearly ready for permanent installation. A
pond with boats is finished. What we could still use are tons and tons of figures (people, dogs,
cats, varmints) and vehicles (cars and trucks from the late 1940s to early 1960s) Anybody have a
spare drunk, a woman with a broom, a warehouse worker, a fisherman, a smiling dog, gentle bear,
a crate or barrel, fancy Ford, or Chevy, or rusty pickup truck? Consider donating even one item. It
would be much needed and appreciated.
Lansing area modelers have been extremely generous in their support of the project. The Train
Club at the rehabilitation center has received donations of over 50 pieces of rolling stock, 6
engines (including 4 with sound), an NCE Power Cab, and enough great structure kits to build out
the layout. Thank you for thinking about us if you have any detail parts you can spare.

Division 5 Officers - March 2015 - March 2017
Superintendent -Andy Keeney 517 316 5660
hunter48820@yahoo.com
Assistant Superintend - Mark Frechette
Paymaster - Ron St. Laurent
R.STLAURENT@sbcglobal.net
Clerk & Editor - Mark Cowles 517 546 524
nkpcowles@yahoo.com
Webmaster - Craig Rosenberger

A couple of other things. An unpainted Proto 2000 GP20 has been donated. Center residents in
the Train Club have voted to have it painted in a green and white scheme (MSU influence!) and
lettered for that infamous Dobie &Okemos RR. Anyone out there with diesel painting experience
want to take on a gratifying project? Since most of the residents are in wheelchairs we want to
make the layout a stimulating visual and audio experience built to the highest standards. Anybody
have an extra Miller Engineering flashing building/advertising sign. Or, a sound chip of factory
sounds or thunder storm. Also, we could use 4-6 Walthers 1950s era street lights. We have 2 sets
of Tomar crossing flashers and a LogicPro flasher/detector. Anyone with electrical expertise
interested in helping to install them? Thanks again for any help you can give this layout project.
Thanks for thinking of us, and talk us up to your modeling friends....
David Wentworth, 517-349-6547

