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The Next Event is Saturday, April 8 at 1:00 p.m.
At the newly refurbished Lansing Public Library

401 S. Capitol Ave.

http://div5.ncr-nmra.org/

SHOW & TELL
All attendees are encouraged to bring any models 
that they have scratch built, enhanced, kit-bashed

or purchased to display and talk about.

Clinic

Mark Frechette will be presenting 
views of railroading in the 

South
There may also be one or more mini-clinics.

Layout Visit

Mark Frechette’s large HO layout 
which is in its own building.

http://div5.ncr-nmra.org
http://div5.ncr-nmra.org


Andy Keeney’s Clinic on Decoder Pro
was both educational and interactive.

The Lansing Model RR Club
is restoring MA Tower.

Photos from the Division’s March Get Together.

To the members of the Lansing Model Railroad Club,
The officers and members of Division 5 thank you for hosting our gathering.



The March Show & Tell Models

The “ Critter Page”

 Above: HO BLI Demo
Richard Kubeck

Below: HO Walthers Mainline
Chris Lau



Ron St. Laurent: HO station from Trout Lake on the LMRC layout.

David Wentworth: Life Like HO kit for the
Dobie Medical Center layout. Not quite finished yet.



Stations from the editor’s layout. Top: a C&O style laser cut kit 
painted as a NKP depot. Left: a C&O style laaer cut freight station 
also painted as a NKP building. Above: a plastic KIt  of s stone bld.



Division 5’s March hosts,
The Lansing Model Railroad Club’s Layout

The Hogsback & Southern













From the Yard Office

This will be a shorter message than usual this month and I apologize.  Next month, I’ll make it whopper!! 

 Well we are back in our new digs at the library.  They have done a wonderful job of remodeling and have 

added some great features for us to use along with all new chairs and tables.  If you haven’t had a 
chance to see and enjoy it, please make sure that you do this month.  

I’ve only heard from s few of you regarding summer activities for the group.  Please let me know what 
your preferred interests are when it come to a road trip.  Which would you prefer, proto type tours like 

Owosso or Durand, or layout tours?  We could possibly include both but if only one, which do you prefer?   

Our next 2018 Convention Committee meeting will be on Tuesday, April 25 at 7:00PM at Aldingers.  We really need Division members 

to get involved and as the time gets closer, it will be very important that we have support that we need.  The more people that are 
willing to support the convention, the easier it will be on all of us.   Several of us have been involved in the last few conventions that 

we have hosted and we have a great group of experienced planners to help you if you get involved.   I just want to thank all those that 
have been attending the meetings and willing to help organize our convention.

If you ever have an idea for a clinic that you think would be beneficial and enjoyable to our members, please let me know.  I try to 
come up with something each month that you will enjoy and get some benefit from but I know that there are lots of things that are 

possible that I’m not thinking of.  Your help will be greatly appreciated by all.   

Best, Andy



   
ALL ABOARD!!!
This time it is DOUBLE the fun! The Detroit Model Railroad Club invites you to join us for one of our operations sessions at our layout at 104 North 
Saginaw in Holly, MI.

Saturday, April 8, 2017  OR  Saturday, April 29, 2017

Each session will begin at 9:00 AM with coffee and doughnuts while you tour the layout and get oriented with our railroad. Feel free to take as many 
pictures as you would like. Around 9:30 AM we will gather upstairs in our club meeting room to go over our operating system, our throttles, and to 
make crew assignments.

Operations will commence about 10:00 AM and run until about 12:30 PM or so, when we will break for lunch across the street at the Red Devil 
restaurant.

After lunch we will meet again to make new crew assignments and get going by 2:00 PM. The afternoon session should again last about 21⁄2 to 3 
hours with drinks and snacks to keep us going.

Our club has about 6000 feet of hand-laid track for our 2-rail O scale layout. We run freight and passenger trains with both steam and diesel 
locomotives using wireless DCC throttles from NCE. Train length runs from a 2-car RDC to a coal drag nearly 50 feet long. Jobs range from working 
the large classification yard or switching local industries up through heavy main line operation.

See our website at www.dmrrc.org for pictures of our club and its layout. Spots are limited so if you or your group are interested in attending either of 

The April 8th session is filled.

http://www.dmrrc.org
http://www.dmrrc.org
http://www.dmrrc.org


The Division Business Car

Division 5 Elections were held at the March meeting for 2 year terms
Re elected are the following:

Andy Keeney - Superintendent
Mark Frechette - Assistant Superintendent

Ron St. Laurent - Paymaster
Mark Cowles - Clerk

A Division 5 Convention Planing Meeting for the 2018 North Central Region convention will be held on
Tuesday  April 25.

The meeting starts at 7 pm and runs until 9 pm.

Located at Aldingers, 1669 E. Jolly Rd., just east of the railroad tracks.

Eastern Shore Ry. Museum
Parksly, VA.

N&W ex Wabash RR
“City of Decator”

1927 cafe-lounge-parlor car.



CLUB NEWS
LaNtrak Events

For three days, March 7-9, LaNtrak members 
set up portions of their modular N scale layout 
at the Brighton Senior Center. The 24’ x 12’ 
layout was operated from about 9 to 9 each 
day for the enjoyment of the seniors who wer 
visiting the facility. Shown in the photo are 
members of the Senior Center Staff, seniors 
using the facility at the time and some of the 
LaNtrak members who were operating the 
trains. Several visitors to the center were also 
able to take a throttle operate trains.

At the Mt. Pleasant Train Show at Central 
Michigan’s Finch Field House on March 
19, LaNtrak set up its largest layout ever.
The 50’ x 24’ layout consisted of 32 
modules. Each of the 3 loop  tracks were 
about 3 1/2 scale miles long.

The LaNtrak layout is in the center, with 
the blue skyboards.



Planning the Ultimate Inexpensive and Easy to Build Model Railroad Layout.
By the Editor.

The model railroad press and internet sites are filled with letters and complaints about the high cost of model railroad locomotives, cars 
and structures as well there being uncountable numbers of articles regarding track laying, wiring, explanations of digital command 
control and the mysteries of prototype operations. Herewith is a layout idea that solves all of the problems inherent in a model railroad:

Modeling the Abandoned Railroad.
The Advantages:
No expensive locomotives to buy!
You might, however, want to get an old, non operating steam locomotive to sit in the abandoned yard.
No more dealing with poor track or faulty switches!
No track whatsoever is needed, just ties if you want them. Any track that you use should be in poor condition anyhow.
It would also be a great opportunity to learn to lay your own track and switches if you want.
No wiring and no soldering necessary!
Need I say more.
No expensive power packs needed!
No need to figure out how to convert a locomotive to run on DCC!
No locomotives, remember.
No reverse loops to find and wire!
Should you have one, you still don’t need to wire it.
No more electrical shorts!
No more trains failing to run when visitors show up!
They didn’t run last night either.
No more car cards and other paperwork involved with operations!
Abandoned railroads don’t run.
No need to buy ever more cars, freight or passenger!
Any cars you have are all you’ll ever need.
No need to ever again deal poor electrical contact because of dirty track and wheels!
The track, if any, should look dirty!
NO MORE DERAILMENTS!
If it doesn’t run, it can’t derail.

The line of the Manistee & Northeastern’s 
River Branch, running north east of Walton 
Jct.  just after crossing US 131 southeast 

LS&MS Old Town, Lansing



Some Ideas for Modeling the Abandoned Railroad

They are not era specific. Railroads were being abandoned almost from the start, often due to rerouting or because it turned out that 
they went from where there was no traffic to somewhere else that had no traffic.

The Ann Arbor gave up its line running to South Lyon early in the game, in favor of the line running through Howell. Evidence of the old 
right of way could be seen along US23/M14 just before the split to Plymouth into the late 90s until a new subdivision went in.

In Diamondale, one can still see the lone bridge pier that carried the LS&MS across the Grand River on its route from Eaton Rapids into 
Lansing. And of course there is still evidence of the Michigan Central line from Lansing toward Owosso abandoned in the 1980s.

Besides the old road bed, with or without rails or ties, what else would you model.
Abandoned Stations

MC station @ Eaton Rapids                                 Interurban Station & Office @ Albion                MC station @ Laingsburg

Abandoned Bridges

Lake Shore Electric Bay Village OH      MC south of Owosso along M52    B&O Marrietta OH        W&LE at old steel mill site Cleveland



Other Items to model on your Abandoned Railroad

Abandoned Industries that your railroad once served.

Ohio & MIchigan Sand & Gravel on the AA, Chilson            Coal Silos on the LS&MS Lansing! ! ! Steel Mill on the B&O Girard, OH

Foundations of abandoned buildings.

Old potato warehouse on the 
Manistee & Northeastern. East of 
M66 south of Kalkaska.

Remains of the second station on the 
Ann Arbor at Oak Grove.

PM coal tower at Lake west of Clare.



NYC roundhouse, Lansing. Trail Sign, Carmel, IN North Lansing

Home made historical marker.

Many modelers who strive for a prototypical layout will 
pick a specific time frame, a year, a month or even a 

particular day.

While the Abandoned Railroad layout is suitable for any 
locale and any era, it is best to pick a specific day, 

say April 1.



Kevin Keefe, former editor of TRAINS will discuss his new book

“Twelve Twenty-Five

The Life and Times of a Steam Locomotive”

Saturday, June 17 at 2 pm.

At the Howell District Library, 314I W. Grand River, Howell

The Steam Railroad Institute will have copies of the book for sale,

which Kevin will be pleased to sign.

Also on display in the Library will be a professionally built small 

.N scale layout

featuring the original REO auto plant.

The former Ann Arbor Depot & GTW caboose will also be open from 9 -1. 

128 Wetmore St. Howell.

Featured will be a new exhibit,

1917 - 2017 Centennial of World War I

Howell Goes to War



Division 5 Officers - March 2017 - March 2019

Superintendent -Andy Keeney  517 316 5660

hunter48820@yahoo.com

Assistant Superintend - Mark Frechette

Paymaster - Ron St. Laurent 

R.STLAURENT@sbcglobal.net

Clerk & Editor - Mark Cowles 517 546 524

nkpcowles@yahoo.com

Webmaster - Craig Rosenberger

Donations of Figures and Vehicles 
Wanted for Dobie Rd. Medical Facility Layout
 
The detailed scenery stage has begun on the 4' x    8'    HO    model  railroad at the Ingham 
County Medical Rehabilitation Center that Roland Bunting, Norm Jolin, Fran Schafer, Ed Welch, 
and David Wentworth are helping to build. The cobblestone (Chooch) main city street is in place. 
Some of you have seen the Walther's Merchant Row store kit that  Bob Truax so  beautifully 
built. It is now glued down on the layout. Roland and Bob have nearly completed, using donated 
DPM kits, all the other Main St. stores (with interiors), and the whole town block, with interior 
lighting  will be soon permanently   attached. Roland has built one of his older Fine Scale 
Miniature kits, a coal supply dealer, and installed it on the layout. David has screwed in place one 
trackside business and has two other industries nearly ready for permanent installation. A 
pond with boats is finished. What we could still use are tons and tons of figures (people, dogs, 
cats, varmints) and vehicles (cars and trucks from the late 1940s to early 1960s) Anybody have a 
spare drunk, a woman with a broom, a warehouse worker, a fisherman, a smiling dog, gentle bear, 
a crate or barrel, fancy Ford, or Chevy, or rusty  pickup truck? Consider donating even one item. It 
would be much needed and appreciated. 
 
Lansing area modelers have been extremely generous in their support of the project. The Train 
Club at the rehabilitation center has  received donations of over 50 pieces of rolling stock,  6 
engines (including 4 with sound), an NCE Power Cab, and enough great structure kits to build out 
the layout. Thank you for thinking about us if you have any detail parts you can spare.
 
A couple of other things. An unpainted Proto 2000 GP20 has been donated. Center residents in 
the Train Club have voted to have it  painted in a green and white scheme (MSU influence!) and 
lettered for that infamous Dobie &Okemos RR. Anyone out  there with  diesel painting experience 
want to take on a gratifying project? Since most of the residents are in wheelchairs we want to 
make the layout a stimulating visual and audio experience built  to the highest  standards. Anybody 
have an extra  Miller Engineering  flashing building/advertising sign. Or, a sound chip of factory 
sounds or thunder storm. Also, we could  use 4-6 Walthers 1950s era street  lights. We have 2 sets 
of Tomar crossing flashers and a LogicPro flasher/detector. Anyone with electrical  expertise 
interested in helping to install them? Thanks again  for any help you can give this layout  project. 
Thanks for thinking of us, and talk us up to your modeling friends....
 
David Wentworth, 517-349-6547

The Caboose Page.

To get us ready for Spring is this
Garden Gauge caboose seen during the
2012 NMRA Grand Rapids Convention.

Due to a scheduling conflict with the quarterly  meeting of the 
Marine Historical Society of Detroit’s Advisory council and the 
annual meeting of the Midwinter Steamboat Conference, I won’t 
be able to be at Division 5’s monthly get together.

I’d appreciate any photos of the meeting, show & tell exhibits 
and the layout tour for the next newsletter.
Please email them to me.
Mark

mailto:hunter48820@yahoo.com
mailto:hunter48820@yahoo.com
mailto:R.STLAURENT@sbcglobal.net
mailto:R.STLAURENT@sbcglobal.net
mailto:nkpcowles@yahoo.com
mailto:nkpcowles@yahoo.com

