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SUMMER 2017
SPECIAL EDITION
Including:

Grand Rapids Convention Information.

The Capital Division’s next event is at the
Lansing Public Library, downtown, on
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 9, 1 pm.
in the basement meeting room.

Pictures from the Summer Layout Tour.
2018 Convention Planing.

Show & Tell

2018 Convention Shirts.

Models that you’ve finally gotten around to finishing,
or have made recent progress on, or models
completed during the summer.

Planning for Show & Tell events.
Prototype Page.
From the Yard House - Superintendent’s
Report.
The Caboose Page.
2017 Convention Registration page.

Clinic
Mark Frechette with photos of the Georgia RR
Museum in Savannah and views of a NS shop.

Layout Tour
Tom Weaver’s HO Canadian Pacific layout.

On Sat, August 1, a number of Capital Division members took a field trip to visit layouts in Livingston and Oakland
counties. Our hosts were Dick Tomlinson, Sandy Nelson, Larry Burk and the Detroit Model Railroad Club.

Dick Tomlinson’s O scale layout.

All layout photos supplied by
Ron St. Laurent

Sandy Nelson’s HO Layout.

Larry Burk’s Layout.

More photos of Larry’s layout below. My computer seems to have reprogrammed out the feature
that allowed me to move pages around to get them into the order that I desired.

Detroit Model Railroad Club O scale

Again, more photos below.

From the Yard Office
Hello to all my fellow Capital Division members. I hope that you have had a great summer and are ready
to get back to some model railroading as we head for fall.
It has been a busy summer for some of us which has included multiple meetings working on our 2018
regional convention and the summer layout tour which we had a great time enjoying.
Our September get together will be an enjoyable one with a railroad slide presentation by Mark Frechette
and we will be visiting Tom Weaver’s beautifully modeled Canadian Pacific layout.
We will be holding our Division annual planning meeting this month after the Grand Rapids Regional Convention. You will be notified
where and when. If there is anything that you would like to see the Division do, or try, to make things more enjoyable for our
members, please let me know. This would include clinic and layout tour ideas. We will be planning for the rest of this 2017/2018
season at that meeting.
If you personally have a clinic, or know of one that you think would interest the group, please let me know. I will be happy to work
with you on it to prepare for presentation. As we have in the past, we can create a series of mini clinics to be shown together, so even
if yours would be too short for a “standalone” presentation, we will be happy to group it with additional presentations. We need your
help to make our events a success.
GRAND RAPIDS REGIONAL CONVENTION
Okay, I capitalized the title to hopefully get your attention. We will be promoting our own 2018 Convention at the Grand Rapid’s
Convention and we need your help to promote it. We will have a convention table setup in the lobby and have to man it throughout
the convention. It is unfair to have the same few people manning this table all day. I am asking for your help. Whether you are
attending the convention or not, please contact me and let me know that you are willing to help man our promo table. I will setup a
schedule to make sure that it is continually manned. If no one steps forward, then I will be making phone calls and you will be
hearing my cheery voice. I would rather hear yours first!!
The Grand Rapids, Division 4 members have planned a great regional convention and I’m hoping that the Capital Division will make a
good showing. There are some excellent clinics planned and great railroads to see in the Grand Rapids area. Please try and make this
convention and support Division Four.
I hope to see you all your smiling and friendly faces on Saturday, the 9th!
Best, Andy

The Prototype Page. Things seen this summer that might go onto a layout.

Right: A siding serving a large elevator in Toledo. Note
the kink in the curve.
Above photos: This is prototype track - what is yours like?
Left: Main line track on a Michigan Regional line. Note the
significant sag. A 10 mph speed limit might be optimistic.
Replacement track and track plates ARE already in the set
up along the line.
This sign is probably for truck drivers on Whiskey Island, Cleveland.

Model Railroaders aren’t the only ones to use track plans and to label switch stands.

This was on a siding across the street from the Maumee, OH
Anderson’s Elevator complex .

The Flats Industrial RR in the Cuyahoga River valley of Cleveland, OH has a lot of trackage in or adjacent to road ways. Show above
are some of the methods that the railroad uses to to protect switch throws. Left, an old locomotive wheel set with the gear still on the
axle. Right, concrete barrier pieces, not whole ones.
Lower right: a tank car on an XTTX flat. It is though by the editor that this
may be on its way to local Community College in the Toledo area to join a
FedEx jet and some other items as part of a training complex for First
Responders. It would make an interesting load.

A rail joint that presumably needs some attention.

More photos, by Ron St. Laurent, of Larry Burk’s layout from this summer’s road trip.

More photos by Ron St. Laurent, of the Detroit Model Railroad Club’s O scale layout located in the old
Holly Movie Theater.

The Lansing Model Railroad Club is
continuing to work on restoring their
former NYC “MA” tower, now on site next
to their Club house, the old GTW Millet
depot. The photos show work in
progress. New windows installed and
new siding being applied.

For the Capital Division’s 2018 sponsored NCR Region Convention, we are offering Convention shirts.
You may order shirts to wear during various events this year to help us advertise the Convention.
Shirts may be picked up, by you or a designated friend, at Capital Division (Div 5) monthly events or at
the Convention table at the Lansing Model Railroad Show in November.

This is the denim shirt. The shirts are being
produced by Daylight Sales so you can be
assured of a quality product.

The Caboose Page

The Rockford, IL, O Scalers Club

Division 5 Officers - March 2017 - March 2019

Superintendent -Andy Keeney 517 316 5660
hunter48820@yahoo.com
Assistant Superintend - Mark Frechette
FRECHETTE54@msn.com

Paymaster - Ron St. Laurent
R.STLAURENT@sbcglobal.net

Clerk & Editor - Mark Cowles 517 546 524
nkpcowles@yahoo.com
Webmaster - Craig Rosenberger
rosenb3640@comocast.net

East Jordan has relocated their East Jordan & Southern locomotive
from the park on the east side of the river, near its former engine house
location, to a park on the west side of the river, where it is more visible
to people coming into town. The new location is close to the row of the
old Detroit & Charlevoix RR.

Note: the editor apologizes for the scattered layout of this edition.
The computer program has, on its own, changed what it will and
will not do in allowing me to move pages around. I’d started
putting this issue together while up north, where I have no
internet. Pages were done with the expectation that I could later
move them around. Wrong again!.
Thanks to Ron St. Laurent for providing photos of events that I
couldn’t attend.
Note the use of the Division’s new name, “Capital Division”
replacing the old Div. 5 nomenclature.
The Editor.

