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Our next get together is Saturday, Oct. 14, 1 p.m. at the Lansing Public Library.

The library is located at 401 S. Capitol Ave.

The Presentation will be a tribute to the late Jerry Jacobson,
his Ohio Central Passenger Trains and his Age of Steam Museum.

The presenter will be Mark Cowles

Show & Tell
This year’s theme is finishing up theos models that have been sitting around the 

layout room for some time only partially completed.
This month’s emphasis is on Steam Locomotives.

(You don’t have to have completed them yet, just made some more progress)
We also welcome any other model railroad items to be brought in and shown.

Layout Visit
Bob Truax’s HO scale “Old Goat Division of the Great Northern RR”

A great layout with fantastic scenery, structures, motive power and vehicles.
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September’s Show & Tell Models.

 Above: HO but I neglected to record the name of the builder, my apologies.  Below, Z scale buildings & Church kit - David Wentworth.



OOPS.
Again, I don’t have the name of the 

individual who built this nice HO 
scale illuminated apartment bldg.



Roland Bunting scratch built this HO model of Kewakwlin (Mullet 
Lake) depot. Note the individual shingles and the stained glass 



Top left and above: Richard Kubeck displayed new Bibloc track 
pieces from PECO and small switch machines from Europe.

Left middle. Mark Cowles upgraded his custom painted NKP 
Bachman F units with new DCC mechanisms and programed 
them with his new Decoder Pro set up.

Left: At the National N Scale Collector’s Convention in 
Pittsburg, Mark  decalled this circus flat in a decalling clinic. He 
later finished the car at home. 



The members of the Capital Division visit Tom Weaver’s HO CP Rail layout.







Grand Rails - The North Central Region’s 2017 Convention

The 2018 Lansing Lashup 
Convention display with 
Mark Frechette & Andy 
Keeney staffing the booth.

Interurban models entered by Fred Cosgrove.

Scratch built N scale Milwaukee Road 
Depot by Dan Lewis.

The construction of this building was 
the basis of a series of magazine 

articles that Dan wrote.



Convention Layouts - Ralf Moxley’s HO scale Ann Arbor RR.

Top left: over all view. Note the lighting valences.

The car ferry was built by Craig Wilson.



Top right & bottom left: Yuma Sand Pit.
Left center: Cadillac Station.



Deb Lynch & Don Houston: N scale & HO scale layouts.

Above: Overall view. HO center, N right. Three views of the N scale layout.



These photos: N scale layout.

Below: the former GTW row next to their house.



HO



HO



HO



Don Bergman’s Sn3 Rio Grande Southern Layout.







Views of Don’s freeform multi-level scenery.



Don’s structures are scratch built replicas of buildings along the RGS.





David Vinci’s HO Pennsylvania RR









The Editor made a trip down to the Age of Steam Museum with a group from the Fort Wayne Railroad Historical Society.
A few photos previewing a part of the presentation at the next Capital Division event.



The Editor and his wife also attended the annual Nickel Plate Road Historical & Technical Society’s annual meeting in
Cleveland, his home town.

The Tower housed the headquarter offices of both the Nickel Plate and Chesapeake and Ohio Railroads. It was used by the NYC, NKP, 
Erie/ E-L, Baltimore & Ohio railroads, the Shaker Heights Rapid Transit and the Cleveland Transit System’s heavy rail line. It is currently 
used by successor Regional Transit Authority’s transit system, but not Amtrak. Below left: NS on the old NKP Cuyahoga Valley viaduct 
in front of the site of Rockerfeller’s original refinery. Below right: Luncheon in the exclusive English Oak Room.



Views from the 42 floor observation deck. Top left, a laker backs down the 
river from making a delivery to a steel mill. Top right: an eb NS train 
approaches the NYC/NS bridge at the mouth of the river, bridge no.1.
Bottom right: the tracks heading east out of the station. Below. track level 
showing some of the overhead supports from the Cleveland Union Station 
railroad electrification used until the early 50s.



The NKPH&TS meeting included visiting some home layouts.

Denny Whitaker’s HO Cleveland Flats RR. The Flats is the industrial area along the Cuyahoga River. Denny’s layout is designed for 
operation. While not an exact replica, it closely represents the geography and industries in the area. The aisles represent the river.

Below: Art Bumpus HO Spruce Creek Sub - Baltimore & Ohio RR. Lots of fine scenery and wood structures.



From the Yard Office
We are really  hoping that we can attract new  model railroaders to come to our meetings to see if they  would enjoy 
our company enough to become a member.  If you know of someone that you think would be interested in attending 
a meeting as a guest, please invite them.  If they  are interested, we can sign them up with a Rail Pass that gives 
them 9 months on membership which includes the NMRA Magazine.  That with the 3 guest meetings that they  are 
allowed, gives them a year’s membership at a great price. 
Additionally, if you see someone that is new, or you just don’t know them, go over and introduce yourself and make 
them feel welcome.  I want us to do all we can to have people want to come back for more fellowship each month.  It 
is up to us as a group to make that happen.  

The Fall is upon us and slowly as the weather turns cold and getting closer to winter, we will start thinking about more indoor 
activities and I’m hoping that model railroading will be near the top of your list for those activities.

To help get you started, I am asking all of you to take a serious look at joining me in the NMRA’s Achievement Program.  Even if you aren’t 
interested in becoming a Master Model Railroader, each of the AP Certificates will serve you well while you are working on a model railroad.  

Some of our clinics this season will be directly related to the Achievement Program to help you get going in the right direction.  There are many 
different areas of the program that you can start off with.  Pick one that you feel more comfortable with and we will help  you as you work towards 
that certificate.

The North Central Region has instituted a new support program to help each division with their Achievement Program.  Skip Luyk, will be the 
Region Coordinator and will also be the Region’s local representative for the Capital Division.  Skip  will be making a presentation in the next few 
months to our Division with an overview of the Achievement Program and how he will be able to help us with it.  

We did try  getting the members active in this program a few years ago but we had little help in actually  getting our program off the ground.  With 
Skip as our local representative, you will find things very  different and there will be no reason that all of us can’t earn a few or more AP certificates 
over the next several months.  

To get you started, you can go to the NMRA website and review the different AP certificates and see if you have completed some of the things 
required for any  of them. You are probably on your way to one or more certificates and not even know it.  By reviewing the program on the website, 
I’m sure that you will have a few or more questions.  Please make note of those questions so you can have them answered by  Skip during his 
presentation.  

More will be coming down the pike shortly  on this but for now, please give it some thought and hopefully  you will decide to join the group and start 
working towards those AP Certificates.

For this month, Mark Cowles will be giving us a presentation and Bob Truax’s beautiful Great Northern Layout will be the layout tour for October.  
Doesn’t matter how many  times that you visit Bob’s layout, there is always something you discover that you completely  missed in early visits.  A 
can’t miss layout!

Please join us at the library on Oct 14th at 1:00PM.                                                       
Best, Andy



LANSING LASHUP   NCR-NMRA CONVENTION
OCTOBER 11 - 14, 2018

LANSING RAMADA HOTEL AND CONVENTION CENTER
CONVENTION THEME: “Bringing Your Layout to Life” CONVENTION FEATURES

# Excellent Convention Facilities
# Over 30 Clinics with Many Featuring Scenery
# Several Operating Sessions
# Reduced Rate for Lodging
# Saturday Evening Dinner with Speaker, Chuck Geletzke, Jr
# Over 20 Layouts to Visit
# Modular Railroads on Site
# Room for Family Members to Relax or Work on Crafts
# Prototype Tours
# Model Showcase Display Room
# Judging of Models Available Upon Request
# And Much More

For More Information: nmrancrdiv5.com



Capital Division Clerk & Newsletter Editor
Mark Cowles

is presented with the 2017 NMRA President’s Award for Service to the Division.
North Central Region Secretary Bill Neale is shown making the presentation at the 

Grand Rails Convention Breakfast.
The award was announced at the NMRA Convention in Orlando this summer.

From the October issue of NMRA’s Scale Rails magazine: The NMRA President’s Award for Service to the Division is a 
new award this year. ... According to the its official description, the NMRA President’s Award for Service to the Division will 
be awarded by the NMRA President to no more than one individual per year in each Region... With the help of NMRA 
National Board Members and Region Presidents, President Getz choose ... 18 individual  to be the recipient of this award.
For a more complete announcement, see the article in the October issue of Scale Rails.

From Scale Rails:

“Mark served as Division Clerk and 
newsletter editor for more than 20 
years, keeping the Division both 
organized and interesting. In fact, 
when he turned in his Achievement 
Program “Association Volunteer” 
paperwork several years ago, he 
had almost 400 time units accrued!”

Editor’s note: this page was difficult to write.



The featured speaker at the Grand Rails Convention breakfast, Rich Mahaney, presented a challenge to Region members. His 
presentation was on repurposed cabooses. His challenge is for us to, on a 1’ square or larger base, create a diorama featuring 
one or more repurposed cabooses. These will be displayed at the 2018 Convention. Below are some ideas.

Washington,PA

Brighton, MI Craft shop.

An artist’s studio in Northport, MI.

As an ice cream stand in Howell.



Please see the Website to
download a full sized form.



The Caboose Page

HO scale on David Vinci’s PRR layout.

Division 5 Officers - March 2017 - March 2019

Superintendent -Andy Keeney  517 316 5660

hunter48820@yahoo.com

Assistant Superintend - Mark Frechette

Paymaster - Ron St. Laurent 

R.STLAURENT@sbcglobal.net

Clerk & Editor - Mark Cowles 517 546 524

nkpcowles@yahoo.com

Donations of Figures and Vehicles Wanted for Dobie Rd. Medical Facility 
Layout
 
The detailed scenery stage has begun on the 4' x    8'    HO    model railroad at the Ingham 
County  Medical  Rehabilitation Center that Roland Bunting,  Norm Jolin, Fran Schafer, Ed 
Welch, and David Wentworth are helping to build. The cobblestone (Chooch) main city street 
is in place. Some of you have seen the Walther's Merchant Row store kit that Bob Truax so 
beautifully built. It is now glued down on the layout. Roland and Bob have nearly completed, 
using donated DPM kits, all  the other Main St. stores (with interiors), and the whole town 
block, with interior lighting will be soon permanently attached. Roland has built one of his 
older Fine Scale Miniature kits, a coal supply  dealer, and installed it on the layout. David has 
screwed in   place one trackside business and has two other industries nearly ready for 
permanent installation. A pond with boats is finished. What  we could still  use are tons and tons 
of figures (people, dogs, cats, varmints) and vehicles (cars and trucks from the late 1940s to 
early 1960s) Anybody have a spare drunk, a woman with  a broom,  a warehouse worker, a 
fisherman, a smiling dog, gentle bear, a crate or barrel, fancy Ford, or Chevy, or rusty pickup 
truck? Consider donating even one item. It would be much needed and appreciated. 
 
Lansing area modelers have been extremely generous in their support of the project. The Train 
Club at the rehabilitation center has received donations of over 50 pieces of rolling stock, 6 
engines (including 4 with sound), an NCE Power Cab, and enough great structure kits to build 
out the layout. Thank you for thinking about us if you have any detail parts you can spare.
 
A couple of other things. An unpainted Proto 2000 GP20 has been donated. Center residents in 
the Train Club have voted to have it painted in a green and white scheme (MSU influence!) 
and lettered for that  infamous Dobie &Okemos RR. Anyone out there with  diesel painting 
experience want  to take on a gratifying project? Since most of the residents are in wheelchairs 
we want to make the layout a stimulating visual  and  audio experience built to the highest 
standards. Anybody have an extra  Miller Engineering flashing building/advertising sign. Or, a 
sound chip of factory sounds or thunder storm. Also, we could use 4-6 Walthers 1950s era 
street lights. We have 2 sets of Tomar crossing flashers and a LogicPro flasher/detector. 
Anyone with electrical expertise interested in helping to install them? Thanks again for any 
help you can give this layout project. Thanks for thinking of us, and talk us up to your 
modeling friends....
 
David Wentworth, 517-349-6547
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