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Our next get together is Saturday, February 10, 1 p.m. at the 

MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP FIRE STATION
5000 OKEMOS RD, OKEMOS

( See Map below.)

CLINIC PRESENTER - RICH MAHANEY
Railroad Car Traffic or Making Pancakes

This 60 minute presentation is designed to help model railroaders match industries, rail car usage and rail car traffic.  
Attendees will be divided into groups and assigned an industry and then each group will need to come up with products, 
operations, and rail cars needed for their assigned industry and list them on a flip chart.   Next each team will select a 
spokesperson who will report the information and decisions of their group back to the rest of the attendees.

Layout Visit
Dave Regan’s “East Lansing & Elsewhere” RR

>>>> NOTE THE CHANGE IN THE LOCATION! <<<<

SHOW & TELL
Models from your favorite prototype railroad. Rolling stock, structures, vehicles or significant details.

http://civ5ncr-nmra.org
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NMRA NCR DIVISION 5 NEW MEETING LOCATION 
 
As you are aware we have been having a hard time finding a permanent 
location for our meetings that meets our needs.  With this in mind we have 
been searching for and found a terrific new location.  Our Division 5 meeting 
for 2/10/18 and 5/12/18 will be at the Meridian Township Fire Station 91 and 
Administration building at 5000 Okemos Rd. in Okemos.  The March meeting 
will  be  held  in  Olivet  as  announced  and  the  April  meeting  will  be  at  Andy’s  
layout.  This new location is a brand new facility and has a great meeting 
room.  

DIRECTIONS 
 
From I96 exit 110 go North on Okemos Rd.  Go through the intersection of Grand 
River (M43).  Take a right on Central Park Drive and an immediate right into the fire 
station driveway.   
 
From W. Grand River Ave. (M43).  Go North on Okemos Rd. Take a right on Central 
Park Drive and an immediate right into the fire station driveway. 
 

Central Park Dr. 

I96 Exit 110 

N 

I69 exit 96 

 
From I69.  Exit 96 onto E. 
Saginaw St. then South on 
Marsh Rd., West on Central 
Park Drive and take a left into 
the Fire Station driveway just 
before the Okemos Rd. 
intersection. 
 
This is a construction 
picture before the building 
was completed. 
Drive around to the SW 
corner of the building (RED 
DOT).  Use the entrance by 
the flag pole.  The building 
will be automatically 
unlocked 30 minutes prior  
to the meeting. 

N 



From the Yard Office
Activities in the Capital Division are increasing as we work towards our 2018 Regional Convention.  This month will also be 
our first meeting at what we are hoping will be our new home.  As mentioned last month, Ron St. Laurent has secured an 
excellent meeting location for us in Okemos.  We will be meeting there for the first time at 1:00PM, on Saturday, February, 
10th.  We will meet there again at 7:00PM on the 12th, Monday evening, for the Convention Committee February meeting.  
We are still looking for more of our members to get involved with the preparations for this convention.  Please consider 
coming and joining us Monday evening.

Over the next few months as we start getting closer to the convention date, we will be signing most of our members up  to 
participate in the presentation of the convention.  It will take the majority of our members to take a part in this so we will 
have a successful first class program for all to enjoy.  So be ready to sign up to take your part when we contact you!!   
Rich Mahaney will be presenting a clinic that should interest all model railroaders.  A description of Rich’s program will be 
found elsewhere in this journal.  
 

For our layout visit, we will be visiting Dave Regan’s  EL&E, (East Lansing and Elsewhere).  Please find additional info in this Journal.  I would like to thank Dave 
for opening his layout up to us.  I’m sure that we will all really enjoy it.
For March, we will make our annual trek to Olivet College for another fun filled clinic presented by Terry Davis.  We will be giving you more info on Terry’s clinic in 
next month’s Journal. 
For April, we are planning to meet at my home and the Nashville Road and present 3 different clinics which will be announced in the future.  More info to come!!

The Car Card/Waybill adventure continues on the Nashville Road.  
In mid December, John Young set up a visit for good friends Ron St. Laurent, Bob Butler and myself to the Operations Road Show (ORS) layout and with Jeff 
Layman, one of the builders of ORS and one of the developers of the Car Card/Waybill System used by the ORS.  Jeff was more than helpful and not only showed 
us how they developed their system but also gave us much info on what materials they used and gave us samples of all of those materials.  I can’t tell you how 
helpful this was to us and I am ready and willing to share it with anyone else looking at starting their own CC/WB system.  

So, with that info in hand, Ron, Bob and I proceeded to start to build our Car Card/Waybill system.  Bob  has captured most of the railroad info that we needed from 
the ProTrak computer program data base and we have been able to use it to create MS Excel spreadsheets with all the data that is needed for both the car cards, 
and the waybills. 
Ron St. Laurent has created a process using MS Word that auto fills all the spreadsheet info on both the Car Cards and the Waybills.  At this time, Ron is in the 
process of completing the 3000+ waybills and 
I am preparing to start printing the Car Cards with that same process.
Next month we will get into the production of the many car card pockets that will populate the layout.  Happily, Craftsman Craig Rosenberger will be helping me 
create those, so stay tuned! 

Best, Andy Keeney  







This is the denim shirt.  The shirts are being  
produced by Daylight Sales so you can be  
assured of a quality product. 

For the Capital Division’s 2018 sponsored NCR Region Convention, we are offering Convention shirts.
You may order shirts to wear during various events this year to help us advertise the Convention.

Shirts may be picked up, by you or a designated friend, at Capital Division (Div 5) monthly events or at 
the Convention table at the Lansing Model Railroad Show in November.



Photos from January’s Get Together by Ron St. Laurent
Skip Lubeck, NCR Reg. NMRA Achievement Coordinator & Capital Division Representative for the program,

gives a presentation and answers members questions about the program and their own quests for certificates.



Visiting Alan Godfrey’s HO scale layout that runs through a number of different rooms in his basement.
Alan and a number of his friends have a weekly work session constructing this layout.





Under the Layout Strip Wood & Plastic Shape Storage.









The Station at Gladwin, MI
Michigan Central - New York Central

I had to go to Gladwin last week for my Grandson’s hockey game, so of course I had to check out what was left of 
the NYC branch from Pinconning , which was abandoned in 1961.



Repurposed Cabooses
Ideas for the dioramas encoraged by Rich Mahaney for display at the Convention

Ex Boyne City RR at Kalamazoo Model RR Club

Traverse City before going to Buckley Old Engine collection. 
Note graffiti and broken window and trail path alongside the 

Great Lakes Central former C&O tracks.

Ex GTW caboose being moved, in what became a blizzard, from 
the old GTW  station site in Lansing to the old Ann Arbor RR depot 
site in Howell. Front truck replaced by a goose neck attached to
the truck, rear truck replaced by a semi boogie.

Later in the year, two cranes were in the process of lifting the 
caboose from its temporary location on a siding onto a new 
piece of track next to the depot museum alongside the GLC’s 
former Ann Arbor tracks.



The Caboose

HO caboose from Alan Godfrey’s layout.

Division 5 Officers - March 2017 - March 2019

Superintendent -Andy Keeney 517 316 5660

hunter48820@yahoo.com

Assistant Superintend - Mark Frechette

FRECHETTE54@msn.com

Paymaster - Ron St. Laurent

R.STLAURENT@sbcglobal.net

Clerk & Editor - Mark Cowles 517 546 524

nkpcowles@yahoo.com

Webmaster - Craig Rosenberger

rosenb3640@comocast.net

Convention Planning Committee
Meeting Schedule.

New Location

Meridian Township Fire Department

Mon. Feb. 12
Mon. March 12

All are welcome and encouraged
to attend and get involved.

We will need lots of Volunteers for the Convention!
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