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Our next get together is Saturday, May 12, 1 p.m.
MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP FIRE STATION
5000 OKEMOS RD, OKEMOS

>>>> NOTE THE CHANGE IN THE LOCATION! <<<<
CLINIC PRESENTER
John Bussard will ge giving a presentation of new types of LED lights and lighting options including vehicles,
to help bring our railroads to life.
SHOW & TELL

Flat cars from the March Clinic
Repurposed Caboose diorama
A Current project, a completed model or a recent acquisition.

Model Railroad Visit
David Wentworth’s HO Lyman and Ammonoosuc Railroad

For the Capital Division’s 2018 sponsored NCR Region Convention, we are offering Convention shirts.
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the Convention table at the Lansing Model Railroad Show in November.

This is the denim shirt. The shirts are being
produced by Daylight Sales so you can be
assured of a quality product.

Bill Neale MMR Presented the First Clinic, Demonstrating Techniques for Weathering Cars.

Contemporary Details for an Old Stone Bridge.
This is one of two stone arch bridges that are used by Amtrak and Norfolk Southern in Dexter, MI.
The bridges were likely built by the Michigan Central circa 1852, or later if it replaced an earlier trestle.
The western bridge crosses a road, which is very narrow at that point. The bridge shown crosses Mill Creek, a tributary of the Huron
River. This bridge has had reinforcing rods and braces installed.
Several years ago a dam was removed and, among other improvements, a boardwalk was built along the stream.
A park is just to the south of the bridge where trains can be photographed crossing the bridge, although it is best done when the trees are
without leaves.

South side

Note fallen or cut trees laying along the embankment.

North side

Utility pipe buried in the road bed comes out and goes along the
side of the bridge. Note also the handrail along the deck.

The bridge has had bracing added to it. I beams along the sides and rods underneath.
Below left: a sheet metal retaining wall has been added along the road bed on both approaches to the bridge.
Below right: perhaps to small to model, but most of the stone blocks have these small square holes chiseled into them.
I have several suppositions, but no really good idea what they were used for.

Rich’s Ramblings.
Rich Mahaney, who has done a number of clinics for the Division, has the opportunity to do a lot of traveling and has
forwarded a number of photos to the editor. Here are some of them.

Note the freight car trucks, the railing that looks like a flat car
& the raised letter in the indent.

Retaining wall mural painting in progress.

Some more of Rich’s repurposed cabooses & ideas for a diorama.

Former Detroit & Toledo Shoreline at Waverly Yard, Holland, MI

Along E. Torch Lake Rd. south of the YMCA Camp. Antrim County. Photo by M Cowles

A trackside Bed & Breakfast at Chesteron, IN

ANDY’S LAST PROTRAK OPERATION WEEKEND. Photos taken Friday, May 4,2018

From the Yard Oﬃce
Well, the last meeting before the summer break is upon us. We have a great clinic for you with John Bussard giving a
presentation of new types of LED lights and lighting options including vehicles, for us to help bring our railroads to life.
After our meeting, we will travel to see David Wentworth’s Lyman & Ammonoosuc RR. David has some wonderful New
England scenes with highly detailed buildings, bridges and waterways. Make sure that you bring your camera.
I mentioned last month that I would be holding my final Protrak Weekend for our community of the program’s users and
it would be the last time that Protrak would be used to control operations on the Nashville Road. I am writing this on
“Sunday evening (May 6th) and the Weekend activities were just concluded this afternoon. Now we are in the middle of
the Car Card/Waybill transition and as of this evening, the car cards have been matched up to about 80% of the car fleet
(about 800 cars so far). This is going much faster than I thought it would. I have yet to complete the waybill processing
that will be needed for operations and that will take awhile. I hope to have the railroad back up and running towards the end of June.
Your Convention Committee is staying hard at work preparing for the October convention. That really is not that far away and we are now
contacting each of our members to see what they are willing to take on to make this a great convention for everyone in the North Central Region
to enjoy.
We have started signing our members up to participate in the presentation of the convention. We will need the majority of our members to take
an active role for us have a successful first class program for all to enjoy. So be ready to sign up to take your part when we contact you!!
Our next Convention Planning meeting will be May 21st at 7:00PM at the Meridian Twp. Fire Dept. location that we are now using for our monthly
Division meetings. Please join us at this meeting. We will really appreciate your participation and help.
We have been planning a summer layout tour as we have done in the past. Bill Neale has oﬀered to setup a tour in the Northville/Novi area for
us and we are planning to visit 3 beautifully done layouts. Bill’s is the Pennsylvania RR in 1939 with many steam locos and lots of traﬃc. His
buildings and scenery are beautifully done and the trains are really a treat to watch as they battle a hill double headed!
Next is Scott Kreamer’s Great Northern with wonderful trains and scenery along with areas of snow. Scott lost count of the trees that were
made to populate the railroad but it was all very worthwhile! Scott is also a fine scale builder with beautiful buildings and scenery.
Ken Chick has a very large N scale Northern Pacific railroad with wonderful scenes and expanse that only an N scale layout would allow you to
have. Ken is another great modeler and you will love both the city, industrial and open country scenes. Ken also has one of the largest
roundhouse complexes that I have seen on a model railroad.
I will let you know when we have firmed up a weekend date for our trip and more on the schedule.
Hope to see you all on Saturday.
Best, Andy Keeney

ANDY’S

CARD SORT

After the last Protrak weekend, the
conversion over to car cards begins.
Each of the several hundred freight
and passenger cars needs its own
card and the car has to be located on
the layout and its card matched to it.

PROJECT

The Royal Palm Railway Mt. Dora, Tavares, Eustis, FL

4/12/18

Right & below.
Middle Pier
C&O / CSX

Bridge Shoes - Adding an extra detail to the model
railroad.
A bridge shoe is a two piece set of metal plates on the
bridge abutment the the bridge girder rests on.
They are designed to allow the bridge girder to expand
and contract with the temperature.

Bridge crossing
the
Red Cedar River
Lansing

Former NKP bridge over the Maumee River & Miami & Erie Canal at
Grand Rapids, OH

Grand Trunk Wester bridge over the
Black River on the branch to the
cement plant on the St. Clair River.
One end of the girder rests on a shoe.
This is the end of the draw that lifts.
The other end of the girder doesn’t
appear to rest on a shoe. This is at
the hinge of the draw.

Center pier of the CSX / ex NYC bridge across E. Saginaw in
Lansing.

This former coal trestle in Ann Arbor lacks any bridge shoes.

This former coal trestle in Washington, PA also lacks bridge shoes.

Ann Arbor / Great Lakes Central Railroad over
Grand River, east of Howell. The bridge was built
in the 1930s. Note how the bridge shoes match
the skewed angle of the bridge across the
highway. Note also how a piece of a road sign
has been fitted in to prevent unauthorized
pedestrian access, or the lobbing of projectiles
onto the pedestrians and traffic below.

Above and top righ:. Museum quality models on
display at the NKPT&TS convention in Cleveland, fall
2017.
Right: Western Pennsylvania Model Railroad Club.

We will be visiting David Wentworth’s model railroad after Sat’s get together.
He has submitted some photos of the layout.

The Caboose Page

A Maine Central Caboose at the Danbury, CT Railroad Museum, 2009.
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Located in the yard of the former Port Huron & Detroit RR
in Port Huron after CSX assumed control of the line.
Appropriate for most model railroads!

hunter48820@yahoo.com
Assistant Superintend - Mark Frechette
FRECHETTE54@msn.com
Paymaster - Ron St. Laurent
R.STLAURENT@sbcglobal.net
Clerk & Editor - Mark Cowles 517 546 524
nkpcowles@yahoo.com
Webmaster - Craig Rosenberger
rosenb3640@comocast.net

Convention Planning Committee
Meeting Schedule.
New Location
Meridian Township Fire Department
5000 Okemos Rd, Okemos
Enter off of Central Park Dr.
Monday. May 21, 7-9 pm.
All are welcome and encouraged
to attend and get involved.
We need lots of Volunteers for the Convention!

