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Show & Tell 
 Finish up your sheds from the March clinic 

and bring them in.

Bring in your best Tips, Tools and 
Techniques to share with 

the group.

May 2019

Our Next Gathering is on May 11.
We will be at the Meridian Township Fire Hall

5000 OKEMOS RD, OKEMOS
We are planning for a Livingston County Layout 

tour for the second Sat. in June, the 8th.

I still need some more layouts to add to the tour.

Please let me know if you can have your layout 
open for the Division.

You will notice below that we only had three (3) members bring 
in anything for show and tell last month. Lets do better this 
time.
(Sorry for the editorial rant, but the newsletter needs material.) One of the layouts that will be on the tour.

Clinic
Mark Cowles will be showing:

Lansing Railroads: Past & Present



April’s Show & Tell Entries

Roger Austin brought in this Sunset Prestige HO Brass 
Pennsylvania H10  2-8-0

Richard Kubeck 
showed:

Left: HO scale 
Reflective Conspicuity 

stripes.

Right: A 1965 NMRA 
Manual containg the 

standards and 
recommended 

practices of the time.



N scale Mikado, the first reliable N scale steam 

Kevin Guthrie 

N scale locomotives. Above: Bachman DCC 4-6-0. Below: Bachman DC 2-6-6-2, ex W&LE



A Busch/Faller battery operated 
Digital Clock in HO.

Richard Kubeck

The editor’s N scale wood shed 
from the March clinic.

Come on now, bring them in and 
lets see the rest of them that you 
built!



A Last Visit to Denny Custer’s O scale Aberdeen & Rockfish and his Swiss Om gauge 

The main entry into the layout room is through the cab of 
a real F7. The prototype A&R was unusual in a a short in 
that it used F7s.
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Horn blows, bell rings, the cab rumbles and shakes. Plans are being made to preserve it.

The Editor
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RStL
Short line Laurinburg & Southern RR GE 70 tonners.
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Prototype Photos from Rich Mahaney: Tank Cars and Open Loads.

Wheel sets load
 .

CN emergency responder training tank car heading east bound .

Cement ties loads.
 



Modeling From the Prototype - Murals on Buildings and Walls

Most of us are familiar with advertising signs and ownership names painted on the walls of buildings, and many of us have them on 
our models, either painted or decaled. Way back in the 60s when I got started in scale modeling, Revel’s new plastic HO buildings 
were a hit in part because of the decals that came with them with large signs for the barn and other structures.

While those still exist, albeit in mostly a faded form, a newer trend has showed up, doing murals on buildings and retaining walls. 
Below are some examples, with some emphasis on those that feature railroads.

Above: Downtown North Baltimore, OH, near the CSX’s former B&O tracks.



On an old Union Pacific shop  building 
that is across the tracks from the 
Amtrak / Front Range Commuter Rail 
line between Provo-Salt Lake City-
Ogden. It features the light rail line 
running between Salt Lake City  and 
the airport.



Above: Durban, KY. On a RR building next to the depot.                                                  Below: downtown Lansing.



Above: on the side of the old GTW freight house in Kalamazoo.



Marshall, MI. The parking lot is the site of the old 
interurban terminal trackage.



Downtown Big Rapids, MI.

The mural celebrates the 
lumbering industry in Big Rapids.



Top left: the back of a hardware store in 
Dexter.

Bottom left: mosaic mural on the post office 
in Vestaburg, MI.

Bottom: the old Grand Ballroom on East 
Jefferson Ave. in Detroit.



Photo murals on the museum at Grass Lake, MI.

WHAT NEXT?

Ok, so you have a building with a blank wall, or windows and doors that you can work around. You’ve found a nifty mural or 
picture that you want to turn into a mural. Now what?

After scanning or downloading it, you need to size it. Your computer 
or printer may be able to do this for you, or print out a copy  and take 
it to a local shop that has printers that will reduce it for you.

Now that you have your mural in the correct size, you could either 
print it out onto decal paper or onto regular paper, not photo paper. 
If you have a decal, apply  it in the usual manner. If it is on paper, 
carefully  sand the back of the paper to thin it. Not too much, unless 
you want to make the mural look worn.

Using white glue, glue the paper to the building and using your 
finger, rub  it so that it settles into the bricks. If you have a plain 
concrete wall, so much the easier.

Lastly, and most importantly, take a picture of it, or have one taken, 
and send it to the editor!
  ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !  Lew Hoy and the Editor looking at a photo mural of old 

Detroit street cars that was on the front window of the 
offices of what became the Q line during its construction.



A PROPOSAL FOR THE REGION

Over the last several years I’ve been contacted by a number of individuals for advice or help in disposing of model railroad stuff from a 
member of their family  because of death, disability or relocation. We are aware of a couple of local layouts that are or may be 
dismantled in the near future. Several of the model railroad magazines have also had articles relating to either preparing for the end of 
the layout or dealing with the end of a layout.

With this in mind, I’ve talked to the Andy  about setting up  a committee to develop  policies for helping a member, their survivors or an 
executor to dismantle and dispose of a layout and models. He also thinks that this is a good idea. If any of you would be interested in 
working on this, let me or Andy know. We will be setting up an initial planning session in the near future. Below are some of the items 
that I think should be considered.

A Proposal
To Establish a Process to Enable the Capital Division to Assist a Member, their family and/or an Executorto dismantle a layout and/or 

dispose their model railroad collection on account ofillness, disability or death.

Items to Consider

Establishing a policy and ethics for members who volunteer to help dismantle and or dispose of a member’s layout and collection.

Develop a method for contacting the member, their family or executor to offer our service.

Create an agreement form between the Division and the member, their family or an executor, that specifies what the Division can and 
will do and what it can’t or won’t do.

The agreement should also explain how the layout / collection may be disposed of and what, if any costs would be incurred, ie tables, 
disposal fees for layout remains, commissions if a consignment process is used, etc.

If requested, be able to provide a club member to be present when someone comes to look at the layout/collection, both to provide 
security and to help determine if on offer is reasonable.

An explanation of the various methods that could be chosen to dispose of the collection.

The agreement should also explain what a reasonable return might be expected, without any guarantee, based on the collection and 



The agreement should also explain what a reasonable return might be expected, without any guarantee, based on the collection and 
the process of disposal that is used.  

Decide if the Division would also deal in disposing of books, media, paper collections, collectibles, art work and larger material such as 
lanterns, signs, signals and the like.

Develop an in-house process for determining, both in general and in a case by case basis, what we would be willing to do and how we 
would offer to do it.

This is probably not an exhaustive  list, but it is a starting point for discussion.

Some of us, me specifically, get frequent inquiries from individuals who aren’t members, about selling/disposing of layouts/collections. I 
generally just email them out to LaNtrak & Div. 5 members as a matter of information. Is this a service we could offer in the name of 
the hobby?

Funeral trains serving the Cemeteries – Chicago and Cook County ...
Chicago and Cook County Cemeteries

https://chicagoandcookcountycemeteries.com/2017/08/22/funeral-trains-serving-the-cemeteries/
https://chicagoandcookcountycemeteries.com/2017/08/22/funeral-trains-serving-the-cemeteries/
https://chicagoandcookcountycemeteries.com/2017/08/22/funeral-trains-serving-the-cemeteries/
https://chicagoandcookcountycemeteries.com/2017/08/22/funeral-trains-serving-the-cemeteries/


The Caboose Page

Denny Custers O scale Aberdeen & Rockfish RR Caboose.

Elections were held during the April 
get together and the following 

individuals were reelected.

Capital Division Officers
April 2019 - April 2021

Superintendent - Andy Keeney
hunter48820@yahoo.com

Assistant Superintendent - Mark Frechette
FREHETTE54@msn.com

Paymaster - Ron St. Laurent
R.STLAURENT@sbcglobal.net

Clerk & Editor - Mark Cowles
nkpcowles@yahoo.com

Webmaster - Craig Rosenberger
rosenb3649@comcast.net

Livingston County Layout Tour
June 8

If you have a layout in Livingston County and would be willing to 
host the Division layout tour, please contact Mark Cowles at 

nkpcowles@yahoo.com
We’d like to have 4 or 5 layouts to visit.
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