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Our Next Get Together is at 1 pm. on Sat. Sept. 12, 2020
This will be a remote get together on your computer or
smart phone using Zoom.
From the Yard Oﬃce
Hi everyone. It’s been a sad several months for most of our activities and that sure goes for model railroading
since it can be a real community aﬀair. I hope everyone has been able to keep safe and your families are all
remain in good health. I apologize that you have not heard much at all from me since the shutdown. We do
have plans for our division and its activities during this most restrictive time.
As most of you have probably already determined, there will be next to no live personal activities for our group.
I’m sure that this will continue into the new year until we determine it is safe to get back into our regular daily
activities. Until then, we will use Zoom for any division activities. If you are not familiar with Zoom, please give it a try before you
decide that you would prefer to skip it. Zoom has become very popular with the model railroading community and hopefully, after
you attend this Saturday’s meeting, you will really look forward to future meetings.
Zoom will allow us to present programs, both live and through power point with great quality video and sound. You will be able to
participate in the meeting and see all the others that are also attending. Terry Davis has been instrumental in developing the zoom
meetings for a handful of local Lansing area guys which has worked out well. Terry will be having a test session this Thursday
evening for anyone that would like to learn more about the program before the Saturday meeting. See Terry’s message elsewhere
in this bulletin.

Along with the power point program which Terry and I will be presenting on Saturday, I would like for all of us to have a conversation
about how we as a division will proceed with our meetings in the future and some of the things that we can do to make it more
worthwhile and entertaining for everyone.
I look forward to seeing you all on Saturday on zoom.
Please feel free to call me anytime if you would like to discuss anything in particular, especially if you have thoughts on the future
but will be unable to make the Saturday meeting.
I look forward to seeing you all on Saturday on zoom.
Best, Andy Keeney (517-316-5660)

The General and Jim Crow
coach at the NYC’s Linndale,
OH station during its Civil War
Centennial tour, spring 1963.
The station was the west end of
the Cleveland Union Terminal
electrified zone.

Hope everyone is staying safe and getting some modeling done through the pandemic. Since most of Div 5 members are considered
high-risk, meeting together face to face is not appropriate even with social distancing and wearing face masks. We have been playing
with Zoom and feel it is a very effective platform and can use it for Div 5 meetings until we can actually meet face to face.
Andy and I co-presented a program for a Civil War roundtable in March just prior to the state being shut down. The presentation was
about the Battle of Allatoona in northern Georgia in Oct, 1864. We did it as a three part presentation 1) Civil War Railroads, 2) the
battle itself and 3) what the site looks like now. Allatoona was a station on the Western and Atlantic which connected Atlanta and
Chattanooga and was critical for the South and after the fall of Atlanta, the North. Although not directly modeling relates, I believe there
is enough railroad content (and a few models are included) to be interesting to anyone liking railroads or US history. Beside – it will be
good to “see” everyone again as it has been quite a while.
Join us on Zoom on Saturday, Sept 12 via laptop or smart phone. If you have not yet used Zoom, we will have a trial session on
Thursday, Sept 10 at 7 pm. Click the link below and if you have not previously downloaded Zoom, it will walk you through the process
(fairly painless). It should then automatically join you into the scheduled session. You can also get in by entering the meeting ID which
is 517-927-4898. There is no password required. If you have issues – call me at 517-927-4898 and we will walk you through.
The meeting on Saturday is the same ID as above. You can click the link to enter automatically or manually enter the meeting ID.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5179274898
Meeting ID: 517 927 4898

The General at the NYC’s
Linndale, OH station during its
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A few simple steps to keep Zoom meetings flowing – mute your microphone when not speaking to cut down on background noise.
I could mute/unmute this as host, but Andy and I will be hosting different parts of the meeting.
Zoom doesn’t allow for multiple people to speak at once, so if you’d like to say something, raise your hand and Andy or I will recognize
you.
Feel free to ask questions via the “chat” feature and after each of our parts, Andy and I will answer questions.
If you are muted, you can unmute by using the button on the lower left of the screen or by pressing the spacebar on your laptop before
speaking.
When you sign in, sign in with video so we can see you.
We will go around so folks can tell how they are doing and about modeling projects they have undertaken during Covid.
A desktop without a camera or a microphone can still run Zoom.
You will be able to see the presentation and faces of all of the folks with cameras on their computer.
You will not be able to talk, but you will be able to hear the folks with microphones talking.
You will be able to communicate with the group by using the chat function within Zoom. So please connect on Saturday to see the
program.”
Looking forward to seeing you all on the 12th, Terry Davis.

Editor’s note. The current, October, issue of Model Railroader magazine has an article on a very fine Civil War era HO scale
model railroad.
Levethian, the full scale reproduction
of a mid 1800s American type 4-4-0.
Left: at the Age of Steam Roundhouse,
Sugar Creek, OH
Right: at the Steam Railway Institute’s
2009 Steam Fest, Owosso.
Photos by Mark Cowles

In as much as we haven’t had any recent meetings, and we don’t know when we will be able to hold the next in person one, the
editor is a little short on material.
What we all do have is a lot of time for model railroading.
Andy has suggested that I solicit from all of you, updates on what you have been doing to keep busy.
Pleas send me photos, a paragraph or two or more, with updates on what models you’ve been working on and what is going on
with your layout.
Please note: these do NOT have to be finished projects. My layout has been somewhat stripped as I prepare to work on
retrofitting some turnouts with either Bluepoint or Tortoise by Circuitron switch machines, which of course, I should have done
earlier. I knew that and did it the hard way anyhow. Just an example.
When I get enough material, I’ll put together a Newsletter .
It would be great if you also included a photo of yourself to go along with your photo and article.
I use a MAC, so for any text attachments, please use a PDF format.
I expect a full mailbox by the end of the month.
Stay safe.
Mark

At SRI’s 2009 steam fest, Owosso.
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