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Next Get Together is at 7 pm. on MONDAY Jan. 11, 2021
This will be a remote get together on your computer or

smart phone using Zoom.
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NEW TIME NEW DAY



Below is the Zoom info for the Jan. 11 get together:

Topic: Capital Division (Div 5) Get Together, NCR, NMRA
Time: Monday, Jan 11, 2021 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5179274898

Meeting ID: 517 927 4898
No Password required

One tap mobile
+13017158592,,5179274898# US (Washington D.C)

Clinics from this meeting will be on our YouTube Channel "Capital Division NCR NMRA."

Clinics from the last two meeting are posted there.

FOR HELP call
Terrance (Terry) Davis
MSU Field Biologist, Retired
1166 N Chester Rd
Charlotte, MI 48813
517-927-4898 cell

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5179274898
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5179274898


From the Yard Office

As of the new year, we will start meeting on Zoom on the second Monday evening of each 
month.  We will maintain this schedule until Covid 19 subsides and we are all comfortable to 
begin meeting in person again at our regular meeting location, which I don’t think will be before 
June or July 2021 at the earliest.  
I hope you are all ready to zoom on Monday evening, January 11th at 7:00PM.  We are hoping 
that this will allow  more people to attend and participate in the meeting.  The meeting will be 
open by 6:45PM, so please join before 7:00PM so we can get the program started on time.
Please note the highlight near the bottom.  I am willing and able to provide our members with 
some excellent programs during our meetings but I need good participation before I can invite 

first class clinicians to join us.  Please make sure that you are ready for the meeting ahead of time and if you have any 
problems signing in, let us know in time to help you take care of them.   
The following is a repeated message for those that are not familiar with Zoom.     
If you are having problems attending a zoom meeting, please let me know. We have multiple members that are quite 
familiar with the program and will be willing to help you.  But, you need to let us know that you are having a problem, 
so we can help get you up and running.  It is really quite easy once you understand what you have to do and it can be 
a lot of fun.  
You can join us using a smart phone, tablet, or any computer that has an internet connection.  If your computer has no 
camera or mic, you can still join us and view the program, you just can’t communicate with us.
With the virtual meeting that we are able to use, it opens up a wonderful library of subjects from clinicians from far and 
wide, basically, from anywhere in the world, not just from people in and around our Division area or Region.  I do want 
you all to understand that I and the other officers are willing to work hard to get excellent clinicians and programs, 
specifically for our members on a great variety of subjects.  The caveat being, we have to have enough 
participation of our division members to attract those clinicians.  
So, that being said, I will strive for better participation of our members and if I don’t see you, or hear from you, you may 
be getting a friendly phone call from one of your officers to see if we can entice you, or help you to be able to join us in 
the future.
Best, Andy Keeney  (517-316-5660)  



NEED WE SAT MORE!
From the Internet, back about April.



The Port Authority Terminal’s new Station Master.
When I moved into my house 30 yrs. ago and built my first layout in a spare 
bedroom, I didn’t want to be isolated so I cut the top off of the door. Our 
newest rescue cat, two yr. old Percy hasn’t read the sign meant for him, or he 
thinks that it only applies to the other cat in the house. So we are back to using 
the screen to limit his access.



The Editor’s recent winter projects have been to 
clean out and reorganize the garage, library and 
train room so that I can get into them, find stuff and 
actually do some work.

One of the accidental projects came about while 
wandering through Meijers looking for something 
else.

I had been using an old box top on top on a turntable 
on top  of my tool file box to store my collection of 
various adhesives. And occasionally, I’d bump it and 
gravity would rear its evil hand and pull things to the 
floor.

The new glue caddy is also a turntable, but with sides 
high enough to keep  things where they belong. The 
old prescription bottles also help keep things 
organized. A few of the shorter bottles are sitting on 
top of old 35mm film canisters inside the prescription 
bottles to get them up high enough to be seen. Now, I 
can easily glue just about anything to anything else.



One of the coolest sheds I've ever seen on the ground along the 
BNSF in Nebraska. The monad survives in 2020!!!

The other is one of my Covid era decaling projects for 2020. A 
couple IHB units circa 1956 paint. Kato SW models.

Left: A Wisconsin Central ore train eastbound at Neenah 
Wisconsin. I know it looks like a coal train. These 
retired coal cars were purchased by the WC and filled 
half full with taconite for all rail ore moves. It made for 
some very interesting mixing of both hoppers and 
locomotives in its time.

From Bill Selleck.



From Rich Mahaney:
Several people with an interest in trains, set up a display in a new 
vacant building in downtown (ed. South Haven) for the holidays 
for the community. 



Back in May, Bob Luzenski sent these to me. Apparently I’d had a question about attaching Tortoise switch machines:

Here are a few pictures of part of my old railroad where I had removed some Tortoise switch machines. One was attached to 
wood, and then hot melt glued to the foam. The other was hot melt glued directly to the foam. You can see that the glue joint is 
stronger than the foam. You can also see that the foam is not adversely affected by the hot melt glue.



What I’ve been up to. Terry Davis

I’ve finally collected myself and am making some forward progress instead of the fits and starts that have been 
my best effort for the last 6 months. Several major non-railroad things are wrapping and I can move forward. I’d 
like to thank Pete Leach for his periodic “modeling project”updates as they are inspirational. I’m also using his 
method of setting up pictures and text in a PDF. It is excellent to have a camera available in one of the pockets of 
my overalls at all times, but I often struggle with getting the pictures in one place in the same format at a 
time.Most of you have seen some of these pictures. 11/5/2020 –Anyway,I’ve been working on the 3-
pieceDeerfield RiverLaser kit sail loft/Wiscasset grain company south structure for about 8 months. I ran into 
several issues as I went. Unfortunately, I tend to sit back and stew for weeks when I hit a bad patch. This was the 
first kit I exclusively used craft acrylics. Lesson learned –always rattle can styrene parts with flat primer before 
applying craft acrylics. Then you only need two coats. The four coats to evenly cover was not acceptable and I 
ordered new windows from Tichy last spring. I have since also learned you can remove craft acrylic from styrene 
by soaking for 24 hours in 91% isopropyl alcohol and a little brushing with a toothbrush. I’ve found that my Cricut 
craft machine is handy to replace the window glazing when one misplaces the original package. I got to the point 
of installing the doors and decided I wanted to do an ink/alcohol wash to bring out the individual board molded on 
the styrene pieces. Four coats of paint and it was still no good!

The 3 doors on the left are the ones with 
4 coats of paint and a wash.Center are 
stile/mullions cut with Cricut out of brown 
Kraft paper. Right are individual board 
doors with paper stile/mullions painted, 
but not washed, yet.



Here’s the end of the structure with doors 
and windows installed. Realized if I left the 
doors open for ventilation purposes, I 
needed to install a bit of floor. You’ll note the 
dormers. The instructions weren’t clear and it 
required cutting them apart, regluing and 
reinstalling three times before I thought they 
were ok. 



The suggestion in the instructions to fasten the curved roof sections was to use a piece of dowel and two rubber bands. 
The rubber bands were supposed to fit over the corner of the structure. Right! I did figure out if I attached a chopstick 
with clothes pins, I could use that to hold the rubber bands. Having no dowel in the basement, I used a repro Civil War 
era fife.That worked well. 



Next step  was shingling. Deerfield Creek supplies 
basswood roof pieces, but no shingles. Campbell 
ran out of their profile shingles several years ago 
and I bought 6 rolls when they came back in. They 
are out again, but I’ve been assured they will have 
them soon and I have plenty for this project.

I needed a guide to get them mostly  in rows, so I 
made a grid with CorelDraw, printed it, cut into thin 
strips and attached with 50:50 white glue/water. I 
have been pleased with the Campbell shingles and 
they are not difficult to apply. 

This is the first of the 3 roofs to be shingled. I like to use a 50:50 
white glue/water mix as I do not trust the glue on the back of the 
shingles. I’ve discovered listening to the free form jam portions of 
Grateful Dead concerts on my computer while shingling makes 
for a relaxing, mesmerizing, entrancing experience. I figure I’ve 
got a few hours ahead of me – maybe 4 or 5 concerts worth.
 
Final plans involve alcohol/India ink on the shingles and a light 
dry  brush over the walls (methodology from Sam) to hide some of 
the grain of the panels that show the sides to be from one piece 
of basswood. 
Hope this finds everyone safe and well. Terry 



John White, an LaNtrak member and occasion visitor to Div. 5, many years ago purchased an N scale layout that had been 
featured in MR, as seen below.

Layout on the Move



A couple of years ago, he decided to sell it. The Newsletter had photos and contact information, but at the time, no takers. 
Well he sold it, to recent new member of LaNtrak. Next detail, getting out of its room location and on its way to its new 
home. While the day was cool, it wasn’t snowing, sleeting or raining. As good as its going to get in late Fall in Mi.



Loaded, Packed and Ready to Go.

When the layout got to its destination, it took a sky lift to get it up to the second floor of its new home .

Back on Sept. 19, the old PM / 
C&O freight station in Grand 
Ledge burned.

CSX was using it for the MoW 
and Signaling Depts.

Besides the building, a Hi-Rail 
truck and a number of signals 
were lost in the fire.

The loss of one of the few 
freight stations left in the state.



NMRA 2009 Hartford, CT
Convention.

 HO scale

  Watty House

   Bridgeport, CT

N Scale

Builder not recorded, sorry

 2009 N Track Convention

  Louisville, KY

Layouts & Models. This month’s theme, Bridges. These are from various layouts, mostly visited during convention tours.



2009 NNRA Convention
Hartford, CT

One of the tour layouts

Builder not recorded, likely HO scale

HO Scale

Western PA Model RR Museum

Gibsonia, PA

May 2008



THARA K. TATE BRIDGE
Constructed by

Mark Flippell 9/22/09
assisted by

Joseph Carson & David Hessel

REBECCA L.WHITE BRIDGE
Constructed by Mark Flippell

February 25, 2008

Cuyahoga River Bridge models on display at the 2017 Nickel Plate Historical & Technical Society Convention held in 
Cleveland, OH. The bridges are, I believe, HO scale. The Cuyahoga River runs through Cleveland and is a major ship 
channel requiring at least 15 movable bridges, although a few are no longer used and are in kept in a fixed open position.



O Scale New York Elevated
 

 Joe Frank

 2019 East Penn Trolley Meet
Easton, PA

Joe Kocsis

HO Scale

April 2019



N Scale

Builder not recorded, sorry

 2009 N Track Convention

  Louisville, KY

HO Scale

Western PA Model RR Museum

Gibsonia, PA

May 2008



2009 NNRA Convention
Hartford, CT

One of the Stamford area tour 
layouts

Builder not recorded, likely HO scale

The editor lived in Stamford during his Senior 
year of High School.

On3 Logging RR

Located in the Alden, MI

C&WM/PM/C&O

Station’s Freight Room



Bridge & Train by

Larry Burk

HO Model by

Bob Venzke

May 2015



The Division Constitution - Portions Relating to Elections
Page 2

ARTICLE III –VOTING: Only members in good standing as determined by Article II Section 
2 may vote. All matters including election of officers shall be decided by a majority vote of 
those members present and voting at a meeting of the Division.

ARTICLE IV  –MEETINGS: Section 1: Meetings are to be held once a month from 
September to April. Additional meetings may be called by the Board of Directors, but voting 
members must be contacted at least 3 weeks prior to any meeting for business to be 
conducted at any meeting. This can be via notification in the newsletter.
Section 2: The attendance of eight members in good standing, as defined in Article II 
Section 2, at any meeting shall constitute a quorum.

Section 3: Election of the Board of Directors shall be at the April meeting of odd 
numbered years.

ARTICLE V  –OFFICERS: Section 1: The operations of Division Five shall be managed by 
a Board of Directors whose membership shall consist of the current officers. The term of 
office for all officers shall be two years.Only members in good standing, as defined in 
Article II Section 2, may run for elected office and must remain members throughout their 
terms. 

CAPITAL DIVISION ELECTION TIME IS COMING IN APRIL



Section 2: Officers of the Division shall consist of a Superintendent (Chief Executive 
Officer), an Assistant Superintendent (Vice-President), a Paymaster (Treasurer), a Clerk 
(Secretary) and a Dispatcher (Webmaster) elected from the regular membership. The 
duties of the officers: Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent shall organize and 
conduct the monthly meeting and any business, the Paymaster shall collect donations and 
keep track of reimbursements and Division Five funds, the Clerk shall send out a flyer 
announcing the meetings and the Dispatcher shall maintain the Division website. Section 
3: The Board of Directors will have at least one annual meeting typically held in July.

Covid accommodations: Ok, so we’re in 2021, we will still probably not be meeting in person by April. The officers will meet to 
determine a Covid election procedure for the elections. This will be included in the Feb. or March Newsletters prior to voting.

Ideally, a slate of candidates will be available by the March issue. That process will be in the Feb. issue.

LaNtrak’s N scale display layout is again at the Grand Ledge Library 
for it winter sojourn. We’d planned on having a number of NCR & 
NMRA publications for distribution, but Covid cancelled that idea.



Capital Division Officers
April 2019 - April 2021

Superintendent - Andy Keeney
hunter48820@yahoo.com

Assistant Superintendent - Mark Frechette
FRECHETTE54@msn.com

Paymaster - Ron St. Laurent
R.STLAURENT@sbcglobal.net

Clerk & Editor - Mark Cowles
nkpcowles@yahoo.com

Webmaster - Craig Rosenberger
rosenb3649@comcast.net

Zoom Master - Terry Davis

I COULD USE A FEW MORE PHOTOS OF 
YOUR LAYOUTS AND MODELS.

OTHERWISE, I’LL HAVE TO FINALLY 
GET BACK ON TRACK AND GET SOME 
OF MY PROJECTS FINISHED SO THAT I 

HAVE SOME CONTENT!
THE EDITOR

Pete Magoun alerted me to this sign just before my 
wife and I had to go up  to the cottage. Made a point of 
stopping for a photo on the way home. It says it all!

THE CABOOSE PAGE

GRAND TRUNK WESTERN TRANSFER CABOOSE

For those of you who don’t get Model Railroader magazine, 
Capital Division member Brooks Stover has had a couple of 
articles in the magazine:
January 2021; “Creating Better Layout Photos” and November 
2020; “Better Hardshell Scenery.” He also has the cover photo.
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