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The NEXT MEETING IS  February 11, 
1pm at the Meridian Twp. Firehall

Show & Tell 
A tool That you have that you think might be useful for others to know about. 

Or Modelers Choice: 

Bring in something new, something old, something unique ,something 

you just finished, or something you’ve finally finished. 

Clinic

They’re in the can, just not sure which one to use.



Meeting Location: 
Meridian Township Fire Hall 

5000 Okemos Road Okemos, MI 48864 

At the light north of the Fire Dept., 
turn onto Central Park Dr. then right 
turn into the drive behind the FD and 
drive to the parking lot beyond the 
building.



       

     From the Yard Office                February 11th, 2023 

Having been away from certain aspects of the hobby for a while, I find myself slowly ge:ng back into things that I haven’t had anything to do with for a fair amount of 
>me.  Although I have most of the tools and supplies that I need to do the job, I don’t seem to be in much of a hurry to dive into many of those projects which will 
require the proper use of those tools and equipment to sa>sfactorily accomplish the job.   

I have airbrushes and all the airbrushing equipment.  Craig Rosenberger and Tim Parker even built a first-class paint booth for airbrushing.  I have everything I need to 
allow me to get back to speed with the airbrush.  But, except for a few quick uses of the airbrush, I s>ll go with the raJle cans because I s>ll feel uncomfortable with 
certain aspects of using the airbrush, such as properly thinning the paint and proper maintenance of the airbrush during and aKer its use.  The only way to get 
comfortable?  I have to use it! 

I have quite a large fleet of locomo>ves and freight and passenger cars that need a repaint.  And I need to make decals for all of them.  I have the paint and pain>ng 
supplies that I need and I have the equipment and supplies to make the decals.  But every >me I think about them, they are in the future and I’ll feel more comfortable 
working with them, at that >me, in the future!  

If it wasn’t for having good friends helping me on a weekly basis, I would be pu:ng quite a few more things off un>l tomorrow.  But the work crew doesn’t show up 
weekly to be told I have jobs for all of you but we will do them later, in the future!! Having friends that come to work on the railroad each week has forced me to get off 
center and make some decisions on what we need to do and then actually start to get those jobs done.  This has worked very well and there are several projects 
ongoing at this >me that I would have not yet started.     

One project, that I am involved in is Nashville Union Passenger Sta>on and the facili>es around it.  My part of the work at the sta>on is building the 7 foot long, 5 story 
tall REA facility.  I have learned several lessons already as I developed the structure and came up with new ways of making it easier to build something so massive.  And 
why am I now building this structure?  Not because I decided it was >me.   My fellow crew members decided that it was >me to start working on the passenger sta>on 
complex and if I wanted to be involved, I beJer get involved.  This got me ac>vely planning and building a structure which had been on the drawing boards for more 
that a dozen years. I am so happy that they made me take the bull by the horns, and build the structure.  It has made me feel much more comfortable ge:ng involved 
with other similar projects just wai>ng for me to show up! 

The point that I am trying to make is that there are a lot of things that we have planned for our railroads or our equipment but we don’t seem to get ourselves 
mo>vated enough to actually make a decision to start working on them.  I hope this may give you a nudge to consider taking your “bull by the horns” and ge:ng 
started on that project that you keep pu:ng off for the future!       

Hope to see you all on Saturday, February 11th   

Best, Andy Keeney    



Models from January’s Show & Tell

From Bob Truax: HO, Ulrich semis with 
extended frames and an added sleeper 
section.  Added details include mirrors, 
sun visor, air horns. Added trailer details 
include reefer power units with under 
carriage fuel tanks. Custom decals and 
paint finish up the models.

Howard Ziegel: A St. Petersburg O scale 
model of a Toronto street car. The car 
operates over a city layout. DC powered 
from the overhead trolley wire.



Kevin Pullings Athearn HO scale Genesis SD70M-2 in CN ’s GTW 
Heritage paint scheme.

Kevin was also gifted with a Berkshire 
Valley old style “fast food” shack.    
Some assembly required.



Ken Johnson brought in photos of work on his layout. He installed a 
hole in the wall to extend spur tracks to create an longer branch 

Andy Keeney brought in a variety of brick buildings and 
explained his weathering process for the brick; 1) using acrylic 
paints and a sponge to vary the color and weather the brick, plus 
adding mortar.

A simple tool Mark Cowles 
uses to turn the wrappers from 
Hershey Kisses into baled scrap 
for his N scale gondolas.



Keven Guthr i e b rough t i n 
e x a m p l e s o f h i s S t y r e n e 
Backdrops. These are done on 
0.06” Styrene sheet. These can the 
be installed at the back of the 
layout after scenicing the layout.

Rick McKinstry brought in this 
modified HO Walther’s Storage 
Shed.



Mark Cowles displayed this N scale heavy weight Nickel Plate Passenger train. The locomotive is a stock Atlas GP  9. The 
cars are MicroTrains with custom decals supplied by the Nickel Plate Historical & Technical Society. 

Two gifts that Jonathon 
Pulling received are the 
scenery book and the HO 
Antiques Barn Kit.



Steve Harsh displayed and explained these electronic items that he uses to control 
signals on his layout.

On the right is an HO signal that he buys for under $10. The items above are used 
to control the aspects of the signal. He can program up to about 25 different color 
sets, depending of the rules of the railroad being modeled.



Roger Austin showed us this fully 
detailed and lit Interlocking 
Tower, complete with levers and 
the rest of the tower’s interior 
detail. It was built from a lazar  
cut kit



This month’s theme is Freight Stations, also known as Freight Houses. We will be looking at the stand alone 
buildings, not those that are part of a passenger station. Although most are gone a few survive, either 
abandoned or repurposed. First, well look at some prototype examples, some that still exist and some that 
are now gone.

Ann Arbor RR, Howell, MI gone.



Great Lakes Central Cadillac office building, ex 
Ann Arbor RR Freight House.



Atlantic Coast Line & Seaboard Air Line

Live Oak, FL

Atlantic Coast Line freight 
house, Plant City , FL

SAL Freight Station, Eustis, FL



Baltimore & Ohio RR
Grafton, OH

Cleveland, OH, gone.

Garrett, IN preserved as a museum



Cincinnati, OH

Boyne City RR, Then.

Boyne City RR, recent.

B&O Shelbyville, IN: in use.



Chesapeake & Ohio RR, including ex Pere Marquette, Chicago & West Michigan & Manistee & Northeastern RRs.

Grand Rapids, MI

Romulus, MI

Grand Ledge, before the fire which destroyed it.

Plymouth, MI: relocated.



C&O Morehead, KY, repurposed.

Above: C&O / M&NE in Traverse 
City, repurposed as a brew pub. Left:  Webberville,  

repurposed as part of a grain 
elevator complex.



Bellaire, MI gone

Bellaire, joint with the EJ&S.

South Haven, MI



Detroit & Mackinac’s Alpena freight station, repurposed as an event 



Detroit & Toledo Shore Line, Toledo, OH. It no longer has the rear loading dock, nor are there any tracks anywhere near its location.

Erie RR, Buffalo, NY

East Broad Top Railroad



GRAND TRUNK WESTERN

Both: Kalamazoo.

Gaines, MI.

Kalamazoo

South Lyon, preserved in local park.



Ionia, MI

Restored by Pinckney High School Students.

Pinckney, along side rail trail.

Muskegon, MI



GTW Owosso GTW Ovid



Now we’ll look at how some modelers have 
done Freight Houses.

Bob Truax, HO

Bill Neale, HO

C.A.R.S. Club, HOSeen During the Black Swamp Convention in Toledo.



C.A.R.S.

Gaylord Gill.

HOn30



Ken Chick, N scale

Miami Valley Model RR Club

Milwaukee Rail Fest
NCR 2013 Convention



The HO Scale Revel Freight Station from the late 1950s.

One of the first highly detailed plastic kits.

3 Layouts in Stamford, CT during 2009 NMRA Hartford Convention



These four varieties of freight houses came from layouts in Toledo at the 
2014 and 2021 NCR Conventions.



HO NYC scratch built by Roland Bunting

Don’t have the details on this large freight house. Mark Cowles’s N scale warehouse by Downtown Deco. 



Frisco Freight House, builder not recorded

.



New York Central at Leslie, MI

New York Central at Jackson, repurposed as a Wendys.







Capital Division Officers
April 2021 - April 2023

Superintendent - Andy Keeney
hunter48820@yahoo.com

Assistant Superintendent - Terry Davis
tdavis@msu.edu 

Paymaster - Ron St. Laurent
R.STLAURENT@sbcglobal.net

Clerk & Editor - Mark Cowles
nkpcowles@yahoo.com

Webmaster - Craig Rosenberger
rosenb3649@comcast.net

Zoom Master - Terry Davis

THE CABOOSE PAGE

Andy’s 7 foot long HO REA building, under construction.

L&N steel bay window caboose no. 056.

On display at the Durbin, KY depot, along with 0-60 
no. 2132. April 2019. 

Division Elections at the April get together!

Nominations at the March get 
together!
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