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The NEXT MEETING IS  March 11, 1pm 
at the Meridian Twp. Firehall

Show & Tell 
Freight Cars that are unique, unusual, special, 

or done with a model railroader’s own railroad name. 

These can be commercial, Scratch or kit built, 

Modified, super detailed or just personal favorites. 

Clinic

The Railroads of Eaton County by Terry Davis



Meeting Location: 
Meridian Township Fire Hall 

5000 Okemos Road Okemos, MI 48864 

At the light north of the Fire Dept., 
turn onto Central Park Dr. then right 
turn into the drive behind the FD and 
drive to the parking lot beyond the 
building.



The Railroads of Eaton County
There were four railroads built in Eaton, County Michigan between 1868 and 1875.  They were all class 1 railroads 
as of 1911 (131 nationally).   Two of the four still exist and are still parts of the current eight class 1 railroads in 
the US.   We will take a tour of all four railroads starting at one side of the county and working our way to the 
other side of the county via old pictures and postcards.  This is a presentation on prototype railroads from 1868 
until the 1950s.  There will not be any particular focus on model building.  I anticipate this being very interactive.  

The pictures to be presented were taken (with permission) from a 2019 publication by the Eaton County 
Historical Commission called “Right on Track.”    Terry 

Terrance (Terry) Davis 
MSU Field Biologist, Retired 
1166 N Chester Rd 
Charlotte, MI 48813 
517-927-4898 cell 
tdavis@msu.edu

Remains of the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern bridge crossing the Grand River at Dimondale.



       

     From the Yard Office                March 11th, 2023 

This last month I have had a few enquiries regarding the Achievement Program (AP) towards acquiring one’s Master Model 
Railroader (MMR) title.  This is something that I have been interested in for a number of years but for multiple reasons, I have 
never started on this journey.

There are always reasons why a person can put this off.  I think many of them have more to do with just not understanding how 
to get started.  With this in mind, I am very interested to see if we can get a group of division members to start working together, 
towards their AP certificates.  

A big part of the reason for not getting started is that it can be confusing and you’re just not comfortable knowing where to start.  
Working together and helping each other with the paperwork and having a good understanding of what one has to do to qualify, 
makes it much easier to accomplish each requirement as we approach it.  

Skip Luyk, is the Capital Division AP Coordinator and has always been ready to help anyone working towards their AP certificates.  
I know that Skip would be more than happy to help our group start working towards our certificates.  Many of you have already 
qualified or are on your way to qualifying for certain certificates and this is one of the things that we can address right out of the 
gate.  

Being able to get help and advice from group members that already have the certificate that you are working on can be very 
advantageous.  Another thing that we can do as a group is to have meetings every so often to see how everyone is doing and 
answer any questions that they have.  A very helpful and easy way of accomplishing this is to hold a zoom meeting as needed.

I am very interested to see who may be interested in joining a division AP group and start working on their certificates.  I have 
more thoughts but rather than getting long winded, I will leave it here and see what others think.  Please let me know your 
thoughts.

Hope to see you all on Saturday, March 11th  

Best, Andy Keeney      



Models from February’s Show & Tell

Part I, Tools

Bob Stevens. Lighted uncoupler tool from Micro-Mark.

Useful in O scale through N scale.

Terry Davis: Ultimation Sander from Fast Tracks.



Ron St. Laurent: Mechanical Switch Stand to Electric Switch Motor. ( Proof of Concept design )

Rick McKinstry: Rio Grande Creek Bridge, a plastic kit weathered and modified . Arrow points to prototype photo.



Craig Rosenberger: 

The abandoned Sassen Vinegar Works.

A Builders in Scale Kit.

Still some work to do on it.





Dave Card: Tugboat “Tarus”, an HO scale 
wood kit.

Jonathan Pulling: Sn3 Flag stop. A work 
in progress that was started in the last 
century. Hand laid tracks, kit built 
shelter and SN3 D&RG short 
caboose.



Kevin Pulling

Mark Cowles: all HO scale.

Above, Jim Hediger’s Ohio Southern.

Top right: Custom, I supplied a photo of 
the prototype.

Right, a gift from my brother from 
when he lived in New Mexico.



Operations on Andy Keeney’s Nashville Lines









A visit to the Detroit Model Railroad Club’s “Detroit Union” layout in their club house, the old Holly 
Theater, Holly, MI.















The lower level



Near by, the GTW Holly station 
and the, now closed, tower where 
the C&O Saginaw line crossed the 
GTW line.



Stand alone Freight Houses: Part II New York Central System

West Branch, MI

Lansing, MI, repurposed.



NYC / Big 4 at Cleveland, OH, repurposed.



2012

MC / NYC Leslie, MI repurposed.

2010



LS&MS / NYC Adrian, MI, repurposed.
LS&MS / NYC Coldwater, MI Little River RR passenger car.

MC / NYC Dexter, MI repurposed. LS&MS / NYC Bellevue, OH at the Mad River & NKP Museum.



Former MC / NYC freight House, Jackson, MI.

NYC Grand Rapids, MI.



NYC at the Lake Shore Historical Soc. Museum, Northeast, PA

Waterloo, IN.





New York, New Haven & 
Hart ford Rai l road New 
Canaan, Ct. 1964

MC / NYC Owosso, MI, gone.

Located just north of the crossing 
with the AA.







Capital Division Officers
April 2021 - April 2023

Superintendent - Andy Keeney
hunter48820@yahoo.com

Assistant Superintendent - Terry Davis
tdavis@msu.edu 

Paymaster - Ron St. Laurent
R.STLAURENT@sbcglobal.net

Clerk & Editor - Mark Cowles
nkpcowles@yahoo.com

Webmaster - Craig Rosenberger
rosenb3649@comcast.net

Zoom Master - Terry Davis

THE CABOOSE PAGE

Division Elections at the April get together!

Nominations at the March get 
together!

O scale on the Detroit Model Railroad Club’s layout, Holly, MI.

The Guiness display at 
our local Meijer store, 
steaming toward St. 
Patrick’s Day.
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